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Patrick Schuett, of Aurora, IL, holds a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Aerospace Engineering from the University of Illinois 
and a Master's Degree in Mechanical Engineering from the 
University of Maryland.  

Upon graduation, he began his career with the Naval Air Warfare 
Center Aircraft Division in Patuxent River, Maryland, working as 
a project leader for the Test Article Preparation Group.  There he 
provided mechanical engineering expertise to perform minor 
airframe modifications, develop prototype concepts, and facilitate 
aircraft instrumentation projects.  

In January 2003, Schuett became a flight test engineer working with Air Test and Evaluation 
Squadron (VX) 23 to execute loads, flutter, flight control law, and flying qualities testing of the 
F/A-18E/F Super Hornet and the F-35B/C Lightning II.  

In 2006, he was selected to attend the United States Naval Test Pilot School where he graduated 
with class 131. 

Following test pilot school, Schuett was designated the Loads and Flutter Flight Test Team lead, 
responsible for conducting initial structural ground and flight testing of the F-35B/C. He Schuett 
continued to support the F-35 program as an airworthiness engineer.  He was designated the 
Patuxent River local flight clearance authority for the F-35C test aircraft, responsible for 
managing the flight clearance and aircraft limitations process for the developmental test 
program.  He was selected to be the F-35 Airworthiness deputy chief engineer where he worked 
to develop the pilot flight manual and conduct airworthiness reviews to facilitate the transition 
from developmental test into initial fleet operations. 

In 2011, Schuett transferred to the Naval Air Warfare Center Weapons Division in Point Mugu, 
California, as the technical director for VX-30. There he led over 200 personnel, providing long 
and short term strategic guidance in the execution of research, development, test, and evaluation 
of manned and unmanned aircraft and weapon systems and range support aircraft services locally 
and worldwide. 

Currently, he serves as the Technical Director of the Naval Test Wing Pacific and as the director 
of NAWCWD's Integrated Systems Engineering, Evaluation and Test Department. 

 


