	PRE-MISHAP Crash Kit




What should you put in your crash kit? The short answer: anything you want. Your unit's kit will be a reflection of your aircraft, your operating environment and your assessment of needs. Units flying like aircraft out of a common base might explore consolidating requirements at wing level, then draw the shared kit when need arises. But be ready for the next deployment: a shared kit at NAS Homebase will provide small comfort if you're 1,000 miles from the storage locker. 

At the site, work around the wreckage will be extensive: photography, documenting ground scars, plotting parts' locations, drawing fluid samples, identifying and labeling. Equip yourself for these tasks. Work on the wreckage will be minimal: detailed component disassembly is not performed in the wild, so there is no need to equip for it on day one. Rudimentary tools (hammer, cable cutter, hacksaw) and a basic toolbox (checked out of tool room) will suffice until the board makes specific plans for further activity like selected component removal or wreckage movement. 

If after brainstorming the kit's contents, you find the list will occupy more than one cruise box, segregate contents according to the context for their use. For example, most mishaps involve crash-damage, but not all involve fire. Consequently, it is possible to separately box fire-related items so they can be left behind when not needed. Likewise, if an aircraft goes down in the water, your accompaniment of salvage will not require mag compass, surveyors flags or boundary tape. Caution against shooting oneself in the foot: This packing method depends on the box(es) being labeled with an accurate content inventory. 

With the above discussion in mind, consider the following as a thought-stimulator, rather than an all-inclusive list. 
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Cellphone or two-way radio to base/CFR/sheriff (lifeline for medevac) 
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Camera (single lens reflex: film & batteries; digital: spare floppies (or memory cards) & batteries; last-ditch: disposable 35mm from Walmart, K-mart
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Tape recorder (small): 3-4 blank tapes & batteries
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GPS: to plot wreckage, obtain headings and spot elevation

	[image: image5.png]


Map: largest scale is best. Scale 1:50,000 is marginal; 1:25,000 or lower is better. (These are infantry scale.) 
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Magnifying glass
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Magnetic compass
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Tape measure: 50' or 100' will do
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Ruler: one (12" or 18") will do
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First-aid kit: with tweezers, please
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Latex/vinyl gloves: 3-4 dozen
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Leather gloves: 2-3 dozen in mixed sizes

	[image: image13.png]


Dust masks: 2-3 dozen
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Goggles or safety glasses: 1-2 dozen
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If burned composites are present: liquid floor wax as fixative (cut 10:1 with water); tank sprayer to apply diluted fixative; respirators (probably individually issue to qualified reclamation personnel); Tyvec suits & booties (also called bunny suits) 
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Tie-on tags for parts labeling: 100+
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Surveyor flags for marking parts' locations: 100+
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Surveyor tape in neon colors: 2-4 rolls
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Boundary tape to mark site perimeter (yellow-and-black, 'do not cross') --- 500' 
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'Restricted Access' signs for site security
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ID cards for authorized personnel to enter site
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Sunscreen
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Bug repellant
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Schrader valve tool for tire and accumulator deflation
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Graph paper on clipboard
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Pens/pencils, indelible markers (various colors), chalk, spray paint (neon)---one can 
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Pocket-size notebooks --- at least a dozen
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Calculator
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Baggies - one dozen each in various sizes
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Fluid sample bottles: fuel---quart bottles; oil/hydraulic--- 2-4 ounce bottles (pill bottles). Have enough for each fuel tank and the fuel control on each engine, and each oil and hydraulic system. Label them now: labels won't adhere or take ink after they're wetted. 
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Toilet paper: kept in ziplock bag for dryness
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Paper towels or canopy wipes
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Tool box: drawn from squadron tool room
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Additional tools: hacksaw, hammer, cable cutter (not bolt cutter). Mark and account for loose tools you take to the site. 
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String or parachute chord: small roll
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Duct tape: one roll
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Static-free bags: 1-2 dozen
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Flashlight: two with batteries
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Witness statement forms, postage-paid return envelopes
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Bio-hazard bags
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Food & water for 24 hours on-site


