PRIOR AUTHORIZATION IS REQUIRED BEFORE NAWCWD PERSONNEL MAY AGREE TO BE A SPEAKER AT ANY NON U.S. GOVERNMENT SPONSORED EVENT 

The Joint Ethics Regulation (JER), Section 3-211, requires that, before DoD personnel may serve in their official capacities as speakers at a privately-sponsored event, several key determinations need to be made before the engagement is approved by a designated Command approval authority.  The required determinations primarily address the concern of whether taxpayer resources should be used to support the non U.S. Government organization's event.   

If you intend to speak, chair, give a presentation, or be a panel member at a privately-sponsored event, you will need to immediately  contact the Counsel Group's Ethics Coordinator (11.0).  The Ethics Coordinator will then provide a questionnaire for you to complete.  Once your completed questionnaire is returned to the Ethics Coordinator, the answers will be reviewed to ensure conformity with the JER, including reasonableness of conference fees as determined by the DOD Standards of Conduct Office, and gift offers (e.g., free travel, waiver of conference fees).  

NAWCWD's Ethics Counselor will then provide an analysis of the facts and the required determinations to the designated approval authority in your management chain.  The approval authority may then authorize the speaking engagement based upon the facts and circumstances addressed in the Ethics Counselor's analysis. 

Questions? Please contact the Counsel Group's Ethics Coordinator: meichelle.mcguire@navy.mil.  General Ethics Information may be found at our NAWCWD ethics web page:  http://www.navair.navy.mil/nawcwd/counsel/ethics/ethi-fr.htm.

v/r,

John McCollum, Director Counsel Group



NAWCWD Ethics Counselor 




