IRCMS 6.2.5 Release Notes

Special Procedures and Workarounds

August 2003

1. The IRCMS installation (setup.exe) will choose a default directory for installation of the IRCMS software. If the machine on which the software is to be installed will still require that IRCMS 6.1 or earlier versions still be available, choose another directory for software installation. A suggested directory is C:\program files\ircms625. Earlier versions of IRCMS can be used on machines with IRCMS 6.2.5 installed, as long as the executable files reside in different directories.

2. During installation, an error message may come up that Msvcrt.dll cannot be loaded. Choose “ignore” if this message appears. The IRCMS software will operate normally.

3. STRONGLY RECOMMEND making a copy of any RCM analyses (.rcm files) created using IRCMS 6.1 prior to opening them in IRCMS 6.2.5. The new version of IRCMS will convert older analyses, but they will not longer be useable in IRCMS 6.1. 

4. If cost data from an earlier version of IRCMS do not show up in 6.2.5 analysis, or if particular units of measure are needed in a drop down menu, use the Setup function (under File toolbar) to add conversion factors for the desired units of measure. Use the CF tab in Setup. Conversion factors are to be entered in terms of Flight Hours per Unit (e.g. FH/Day, FH/Landing).

5. If a failure mode is left open for viewing when the Setup function is used, ensure that the failure mode is closed, then reopened. Once a conversion factor (see #2 above) has been entered OR modified, changes to the equations driving cost will not be made unless the failure mode is closed.

6. Applies to evaluating Other Action cost on Cost Analysis tab. When performing a cost analysis, user must enter Program Life Remaining on Package/Summary tab of the failure mode. The program does not automatically transfer to the stored value amount.

7. Applies to Life Cycle Costs on Package/Summary tab of a failure mode. User must provide entries to all cost information (Program Life Remaining, Analyst Cost, LCC before RCM/update) for calculations of savings to be populated by IRCMS.

8. The IRCMS Help file currently listed on the Help toolbar is not up to date. This file is not to be used, but the NAVAIR RCM website has an email address which may be used as a point of contact for any questions dealing with IRCMS. When a new Help file is available, it will be posted to the NAVAIR RCM website, at http://www.nalda.navy.mil/3.2/rcm

9. Applies to On-condition task tab of a failure mode. User should ensure that the “average repair cost of potential failure” entry reflects a weighted average of cost to repair potential failures and any functional failures that occur with the task in place. 

10. When printing a FMECA report, it has been noted that the MTBF field may be truncated on some failure modes with an MTBF greater than 999,999. This is believed to be printer specific, and is not a problem with the IRCMS software. Recommend checking FMECA hard copy reports for truncation of number on paper.

11. When using the Setup feature in the File Menu, DO NOT select Current Analyst as a To Do List Filter option. This will lock the user out of the database. Instead, check the box to Display Analyst Name in To Do List. This will allow the user to see which analyst is involved with each To Do List item, though it will not sort a particular user. If the user is locked out of the database, follow the steps below:

a. Make a copy of the *.rcm database.

b. Open the copy in Access 97 or Access 2000 (do NOT convert the database, merely open it)

c. Open the user table

d. Reset the entry for the affected user name in the ToDo_Filter column to “0”.

e. Save and close.

f. The database should now be available to the user in IRCMS 6.2.5 through normal file opening procedures.

A workaround for this item is to check the “Display analyst name in To Do List” on the general Setup screen. The user can then see which entries in the list were generated by each person involved with the project.

12. Some users have reported the following when using the report function: When using the “View on Screen” print option, the font will appear as symbols or another unreadable font. This is a computer specific problem, and can be worked around by:

a. Cutting and pasting the data to a text or Word file.

b. Using either the Send to Printer or Export to File/Disk print options.

13. Some users have reported a run time error, and a message that export DLL files are not installed, when using the Export to File/Disk print option within the report function. This problem is under investigation; it appears to be computer specific, and not repeatable on all systems.

14. Applies to On-condition task tab of a failure mode. A user correction is required to have the embedded IRCMS cost equations match the NAVAIR 00-25-403. (See also note #9) User should ensure that the “Preliminary initial inspection” as well as the “Packaged initial inspection” entries reflect a decrement to the initial inspection by one recurring inspection interval. Two examples illustrate this:

a. If the initial and recurring inspection intervals are the same (e.g. 14 days, starting from first use) then the initial inspection interval should be zero, and the recurring inspection interval remains unchanged (14 days).

b. If there is an initial inspection interval that is different from the recurring inspection interval (e.g. 1000 hour threshold inspection, then a recurring 100 hour inspection), then the initial inspection interval should be 900 hours (1000 hours minus decrement of 100) and the recurring interval remains unchanged (100 hours).

