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Black History Month Luncheon at JB MDL, Lakehurst, NJ 

 
FEB 21, 2012, LAKEHURST, NJ:  On Thursday, February 16, 2012, Dr. Henry Jackson, D. Ed., a college 

lecturer and mentor of English at Ocean County College, School of Language and the Arts, in Toms River, NJ, 

spoke at the Cultural Diversity Awareness Association’s (CDAA) Black History Luncheon with the theme 

“Black Women in History” at Joint Base McGuire Dix Lakehurst (JB MDL), NJ.  

After citing numerous prominent, successful and well-known black women, he spoke of poet, Georgia Douglas 

Johnson, the first black female Phi Beta Kappa graduate from Cornell University in 1905, and also an MA 

graduate in French from the University of Pennsylvania.  Though, Johnson struggled to earn a living after her 

husband died, she wrote about her poetry and was published three times.  Johnson was the only poet of the 

Harlem Renaissance era to be published. 

“During the Renaissance here in the early 1920’s, Black women got shut down,” explained Dr.  Jackson.  “They 

were shut down by the community at large, their own communities, and too often by the men in their lives. “ 

In one of Georgia Douglas Johnson’s best known poems, “The Heart of a Woman,”  Dr. Jackson quoted, “The 

heart of a woman falls back with the night,/And enters some alien cage in its plight,/And tries to forget it has 

dreamed of the stars./ While it breaks , breaks, breaks on the sheltering bars.” 

 “Now, research is being conducted to re-discover these women of achievement,” he reported.  

Dr. Jackson holds a Bachelors degree in English from Howard University, a Master of Arts and Master of 

Education in English Education from Teachers College, Columbia University and a Doctorate in Educational 



Leadership from San Diego State University.   Besides serving several rolls in academia, Dr. Jackson served as 

an infantryman in the Marines for four years and in the First Gulf War from August 1990 through February 

1991.  

 

Col. John M. Wood,  USAF, Commander, 87th Air Base Wing,  JB  MDL,  Captain Andrew Butterfield,  USN,  

Deputy Commander ,  JB MDL, CMDCM Herbert  L. Kelton, Command Master Chief,  and other leaders 

attended, along with a cross section of those working on the base. 

   

“The CDAA is unlike any other organization in the Navy I have seen,” said Capt. Butterfield. “It is a bottoms-up 

organization of sailors and petty officers who take it upon themselves to encourage diversity through this annual 

event and pass along the tradition to new members of the Lakehurst family.   It is a premier event.” 

 

“History tells the story of hard lessons earned.  Black history is exceedingly hard history earned,” stated Capt. 

Butterfield.  “It’s all American history, and here today, we are writing what will be our future history.” 

 
 
 
CUT LINES: 
Guests from the Joint Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst listen to Dr. Henry Jackson, Ed. D., Ocean County College, during 
Cultural Diversity Appreciation Luncheon. 

 

Former Marine Infantryman, Dr. Henry Jackson, Ed. D., accepts thanks during Cultural Diversity Appreciation 
Association Luncheon at Lakehurst, NJ. 

 

 

      -NAVAIR- 

 
"NAVAIR provides cost-wise readiness and dominant maritime combat power to make a great 

Navy/Marine Corps team better." 

  

 


