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Street Naming Ceremony Honors Fallen Shipmate 
 

October 4, 2011: LAKEHURST, NJ – The Electromagnetic Aircraft Launch System (EMALS) Team at Joint 

Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst (JB MDL) honored a fallen shipmate last week when they renamed a Lakehurst 

street in his honor. 

 

Matthew DeWeese, a retired Navy Chief Petty Officer, worked as an equipment specialist on the EMALS team 

until his passing in February of this year. 

   

“Matt was known for his infectious smile and having a back-up plan for everything he did,” said Rear Adm. 

Randy Mahr, Naval Air Warfare Center Aircraft Division (NAWCAD) Commander.  “He couldn’t wait to ‘high 

five’ everyone on the team following the first successful EMALS launch in December 2010.” 

 

 “Matt will be remembered for his three qualities – enthusiasm, commitment and teamwork” said Kathy 

Donnelly, Engineering Director for Support Equipment and Aircraft Launch & Recovery Equipment in 

Lakehurst. 

  

The DeWeese family was on hand for the street renaming ceremony.  Matt’s wife Julie assisted Rear Adm. 

Mahr in pulling the green shirt covering the newest street sign on base. 

 

 

 



CAPTION: 
 
 Julie Deweese and Rear Adm. Randy Mahr unveil the new street sign honoring her husband Matt during 
ceremonies at JB MDL.  Joe Wolfe (r), of the EMALS team looks on. 
 

 

      -NAVAIR- 

 
"NAVAIR provides cost-wise readiness and dominant maritime combat power to make a great 

Navy/Marine Corps team better." 

  

 


