NAVAIR Flight Ready

V-22 Tactical Vehicle Evaluation

Transcript

(sfx: V-22 taking off)
Todd Anderson: We’re down at Marine Corps Air Station, New River.  


David Myer: Today we’re testing vehicles on the V-22.

(sfx: Ok, we’re good on the right, we’re good on the left.)

Julie Macchione: We have the flyer defense, light strike vehicle, which we’re going to be doing some on-loading and off-loading.

David Myer: Today is a graduation exercise to take it one step further from what we can do in our lab with a certification and actually put them in a real V-22 with real crews and go out and fly. (sfx: Helicopter)

Julie Macchione: The engineers are the ones that are familiar with the equipment; they understand the tie-down procedures, and they understand the aircraft.

Sound: David Myers: (What I would do though, is let’s make sure we have enough tie-downs.)


Steve Plishka:  It’s not simply load the vehicle and we are good to go; it’s can we load the aircraft without impacting other systems on the aircraft.
(sfx: That’s good, looks like we can go straight in.)

SSgt. Matthew Hall: When we are loading up that vehicle, we need to stop within an inch or two, forward and aft, to make sure that the center of gravity of the vehicle is correct inside the aircraft, and then we begin the process of strapping down the vehicle; 22, 24 straps.

David Myers: We do a lot of things as far as form, fit and function as well as structurally to make sure these vehicles are safe to fly. 

(sfx: Plane Engine)

SSgt Matthew Hall: During the flight, we are mainly focusing on the straps, seeing if they sag, making sure that the shifting of the vehicle doesn’t move around.

David Myers: As part of the evaluation for the ground people, as they select a vehicle, they want to know how fast they can get this vehicle off. If they are coming into a landing zone, and they need to get off quickly, they time it to see what their tactical insertion time is.

(sfx: And he’s on the ramp, front tires on the ramp, front tires on the flippers, front tires on the ground.)

Technical Sgt. John Patrick Hickman: It’s a unique experience; I’ve never been in a test where we have this many agencies working together.

Todd Anderson: We brought along PJs, Para Rescue-men from the Air Force,

as well as combat control teams from the Air Force, and combat weather teams from the Air Force. It allows the Marines to get a taste of the Air Force being here as well.

Technical Sgt. John Patrick Hickman: Right now as far as working with NAVAIR, that’s awesome. It helps us out financially as well because NAVAIR brings some things to the fight that could cost us a lot more money that we don’t have on hand that we might have to either buy or rent.

Julie Macchione: It definitely helps out the warfighter, I mean these guys need vehicles out there. They need to be able to get the vehicles there fast. V-22 is great for that.

Technical Sgt. John Patrick Hickman: We’re trying to help develop the system and give some input, some valid imput and feedback, so we can better employ this system or a system for the warfighter. And just adding one more capability to the fight is big time for us.

