Blue Angel – AiReel
Ray Mabus: “This show by the Blue Angels is the most public demonstration of just how far we’ve come.”
Rick Kamin: “The Blue Angels are flying on biofuel because it is the next step in developing confidence in the product.  We have flown it on single flights, single aircraft.  Now we are going to have whole basic squadron of aircraft flying in close tolerance, tight formations, where confidence in trust in performance is an absolute.  We can demonstrate in this type of atmosphere we have completed the cycle from laboratory, to aircraft, to formation flying, the fuel is what we say it is: same performance, same benefits, no different than petroleum.

Mabus: “Every engine that we have tested, every platform we’ve tested has not noticed the difference between regular aviation gasoline and this 50/50 mix of biofuel.”
Kamin: “The 50% biofuel comes from camelina which is a mustard seed plant. It produces an oil that gives us a very good quality jet fuel.  We mix it with petroleum to make a JP-5 Naval Aviation fuel.”
Lt. Cmdr. Ben Walborn: “It’s pretty exciting to be on the leading edge of it all, to you know be given, hey you guys be the showcase visit to see if it works.  At times you do some research on it obviously to make sure everything is working.  We’ve dealt with several folks from here at NAS Patuxent River about the performance parameters and all that.  If there is going to be a difference, what is the difference would it be? How does it perform under different temperatures and all that stuff?

Capt. Greg McWherter: “To put it into perspective I fly this airplane about 400 times a year and this is one of the only airplanes I ever fly; so, I am very in tune with the airplane itself. And for me to get in there and see almost no difference between the biofuel and our normal JP variant is amazing.  The fuel performed flawlessly and we are very excited about demonstrating that capability.  I wouldn’t fly with my wingmen if I didn’t have 100% confidence that it was good.”
Mabus: “We are doing this for one reason.  There are a lot of side benefits, but the main reason we are moving toward alternative energy in the Navy and Marine Corps is to make us better warfighters; is to reduce our vulnerability on imported fossil fuel, to make sure that we have energy security and energy independence in the United States Military, the United State Navy and the United State Marine Corps.”
Kamin: “Biofuels are here to stay.  The Secretary has got a very ambitious plan to commercialize and to support the production of biofuels, to make it cost competitive. And we were the first step to show it is performance competitive and as we move down the road, and more and more customers want to by the fuel, the fuel is going to be the petroleum of the future.”
