AIReel: Secretary of Defense Ashton B. Carter visits NAWCWD China Lake
I think it’s a pretty bright place because you’re in the sweet spot of the strategic transition that we’re making, which is high end, high tech, heavily involved in the research and development part of our budget, which as I said, is one of many parts that is increasing, that are relevant to China Lake.

And I can’t talk about everything I saw here, but they all are in that same direction of high-end capability and increasing and really multiplying the capability of our individual ships and aircraft and actually submarines for that matter also. So that we have not only the best platforms, but they have the highest-end capability.
This place signifies the critical importance of our science and technology base. And as you know, one of the other things in our budget is increasing our R&D spending, consistent with our determination to remain innovative.

And you see the innovative people here. I should say of all generations, including some great engineers who have been here a long time and have all that tremendous experience, and some young engineers who are just feeling the incredible appeal of the mission of being part of national security, being part of defense.

It’s a wonderful place to be. I want to thank the leadership here. It’s heartening to see so many great scientists and engineers working on something so important, and very successful programs.

Munitions, the lethality of systems, sensors, everything you do here is part of the cutting edge not only strategically and technologically, but budgetarily as well. So I think the future of China Lake’s very bright. And that’s deserved because you do great work and you got great people here.
