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Taylor: Today we are celebrating STEM with young women out of our middles schools, science technology, engineering and math, inspiring the next generation.  So I have a lot of volunteers and a lot of workshops here today to hopefully inspire these young women behind me to take on a field in STEM.

Jaynes: At this age they are just starting to find themselves and decide really what they want to do when they grow up.  This is a perfect age to broaden their horizons, let them see what is out there for their career and to have them think about things that typically young girls are not thinking about. 

Morris: It is inspiring for girls to go out and do what they want to do and it is fun to make experiments and they have girl stuff, like I made lip gloss, so that’s pretty cool.

Evans: The first rotation that we did, shipwreck, that was fun, we got to build stuff.  10:39:16 We built a raft and a shelter using a certain number of materials.

Dinopoulos: We actually just did rock climbing and we learned how science affects that and like friction and how that can affect how high and where you go pretty much.
Anderson:  I was doing chemistry so I got to make soda and make my mouth fizz up. So we were using baking soda and sugar and we did lemon juice and I added purple dye into mine just to have some color.  It smelled good but just tasted like sea salt. 

Jordan: We are introducing them to workshops that introduce them to science, math, engineering; all kinds of skillsets that they normally wouldn’t use on a day to day, but introducing them to fields that we as women that are volunteering here today are doing.

Evans: I think it is better to do real stuff because you actually get to get involved with stuff; it is not just reading a book. 

Taylor: I think the environment here today is they are seeing people, not just seeing teachers talk about the art of the possible, but actually seeing women that are successful and it just makes it real to them.  So it is out of the classroom; it is something they are doing with a whole group of adults that they don’t know and they are seeing just how truly reachable this is for them.

Jordan: At this age, this is fundamental before they go to high school. Sixth through eighth grade girls tend to, they are starting their personality, developing their knacks, what they like. So having them understand some of these STEM fields will allow them early so when they go to high school they know what type of electives they want to choose and maybe start to get them thinking about what career fields they want to be in.

Anderson: It is something that I can kind of experience and figure out what I want to do when I grow up for my new career and everything.

Jaynes: I think that it is really important that they learn what is really available through the department of defense and so seeing the NAVAIR employees here they realize you don’t just have to be in the military, that there are a lot of ways you can contribute, have a great time and there really are a lot of great jobs out there for these kids.

Taylor:  The biggest hope that I have for these students is to feel confident as young girls to pursue whatever they want to do; nothing is too hard for them to achieve. Just to have confidence frankly and have fun while they are doing it. 

All:  STEM ROCKS!!!

>>>out<<<

