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Steve Pearlson: ATMO section head: The Atlantic’s Target Marine Operation is what we call ATMO. We have a site located in Norfolk and at Dam Neck and we come under the ATMO Pax River hat. 
Steve Pearlson:  What’s really neat about ATMO, our organization, is that it’s a fleet training branch but we also have a T&E branch and an engineering branch.
Patrick June: We provide fleet training to the Air side and to the surface side for those who are preparing to go into the war theater.
Phil Love ATMO Area Targets manager: We fly aerial targets they simulate missiles coming at ships and it allows the ships to test their defense systems against these missiles prior to deploying overseas. 
Patrick June: We would launch a couple of targets for them so they could test their missiles and make sure they work properly. If they have to engage any enemy combatants overseas they want to make sure their systems are good to go. So, they use our targets for practicing and training to get ready for any kind of war conflict. 
Steve Pearlson:  I think it’s very important to provide the fleet with realistic threat training, especially when they are going into theater where they are actually going to see this threat first hand.  So by coming to us here at ATMO Norfolk and Dam Neck they are able to see a realistic threat in the Norfolk site and they are also able to see an aerial threat through our BQM 74 operation. We are able to provide them different types of scenarios, different types of profiles to the ship and they will use their defense systems and try to shoot me out of the sky or defend their ship from the threat. Our threat is a drone coming in at them. So we have the capability of flying at different speed and different altitudes and different scenarios to give them a pretty realistic threat coming in. It really pushes their ability to react and train so it’s a benefit for them for sure. 
Love: It’s very important because number one they are testing their missile systems on a ship. If they are not operating properly, then they will want to know that before the forward deploy.  The more training you can get in trying to accomplish something is only going to help you when you get out into the real world.
Love: We are right here on the water; we don’t have to worry about launching targets over land or anything like that. We do have the beach where we set individuals out there north and south of the launch pad to make sure individuals don’t go inside the launch pad. Then we will launch the targets out over the water so, it the perfect location.
Steve Pearlson: I’m a retired Navy guy. I remember what it was like to deploy, and I always wanted to have that best training possible before I went overseas or in theater somewhere where a potential bad guy could be. So, having this training on the aerial and surface side I think is very key, and it’s going to make them better prepared and in my opinion is going to save lives.
Patrick June: I appreciate all the sacrifice that the Navy in particular but all of the service members provide for this country… Knowing that they could be call upon at any time to participate in a conflict. They leave their families for weeks and months at a time. It’s a big sacrifice. Saying it from a civilian side now means I really appreciate what they do. 
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