On this edition of Airwaves….Students soar at this year’s Unmanned Air System competition at Webster Field. Plus, Voyage Repair Teams work overtime to get U-S-S Eisenhower underway. And Navair celebrates diversity in the workplace. Welcome to this edition of Airwaves. I’m Mikel Lauren Proulx . And I’m PRC Sue Mann. Thanks for joining us.
IT WAS A BUSY MONTH FOR THE NORFOLK NAVAL STATION VOYAGE REPAIR TEAM.
CREWS WORKED OVERTIME PREPARING U-S-S EISENHOWER FOR A NINE MONTH DEPLOYMENT TO THE MIDDLE EAST. THE V-R-T IS RESPONSIBLE FOR repairing and MAINTAINING THE ON BOARD AIRCRAFT LAUNCH AND RECOVERY equipment.
Chief Steven Hook: The mission of an aircraft carrier is launch and recovery aircraft, so I mean, we are it. It is just very vital that we pull out with four wires and four catapults. John Terlaje: 20:00 At any notice we are called in to repair whatever, whether it be the catapult or arresting gear, when they go down then they hinder the mission. We come in and make sure that mission is able to be carried out.

The carrier strike group will launch fighter jets over Afghanistan and help with regional and maritime security operations. You can learn more about the mission of the Voyage Repair Team by visiting the Navair news page at www-dot-navair-dot-navy-dot-mil-forward slash-news. 

INTRODUCING THE BACKBONE OF THE NAVY’S MARITIME PATROL AND RECONAISSANCE FORCE 

THE MQ-4C BAMS NOW OFFICALLY TITLED TRITON WAS RECENTLY UNVEILED TO NEARLY 300 PEOPLE AT NORTHROP GRUMMAN’S MANUFACTURING PLANT IN PALMDALE, CALIF. THE UNMANNED TRITON WILL PERFORM PERSISTENT INTELLIGENCE, SURVEILLANCE AND RECONNAISSANCE FUNCTIONS ALLOWING THE P-8 POSEIDON TO FOCUS ON ITS CORE MARITIME PATROL MISSION. THIS EVENT MARKS OVER FOUR YEARS OF DEVELOPMENT FOR THE UNMANNED SURVEILLANCE AIRCRAFT.
students from around the world took part in this year’s Unmanned airsystem competition at Webster Field. teams met the mission of building and flying an autonomous aircraft, picking up a few lessons learned along the way.
William Stewart: Whenever the plane is up there. The excitement of competing and everything is working or not working it is very adrenalin pumping and it is very exciting.

Joe Brannan: The competition is part of the STEM efforts that’s going on. We need science, technology, engineering and mathematics in our schools. Tim Piester: We need new minds to think outside the box and a lot of them do. It’s amazing when you read their paper and you are going, wow, I never thought of that.
Terrante Thigpen: I am really interested in aerospace engineering so I wanted to compete here and see all the new designs for the UAVs.
Molly Tracey: A lot of people don’t get the chance to get a feel for what the career will actually be like.
Joe Brannan: The whole evolution of this competition is to make a one year challenge that a team of engineering students can come up and take an aircraft either build their own or buy one and integrate it and make it go out and do the challenges that we have given on the field which right now is to find targets.
Tim Piester: We don’t limit them to fixed wing, they can do rotary wing you know a helicopter whatever. We have a quad-rotor this year.
Erik Gutekunst : We fly our entire mission fully autonomous from taxi to landing that includes automatics target recognition.

William Stewart: We need to have engineers that are experienced enough in the field to be able to fix problems on the fly, to make things work and not just understand why it should work, but be able to figure out why it’s not and fix it.
Hakim Bachmid: I think it is great. A lot of ideas from all over the world and all over the country and its good to see what other people design and kind of implement their designs or inspire you for new designs next year for next competition.
Erik Gutekunst: Doing this has shown me that this is where I want to be and what I want to do, all the flight testing experience, something hands-on, real world, supporting warfighters. It’s a great place to be and I really enjoy it.
Sebasten Gogodbout: The interaction and the bond you can create while talking to the other teams. Really the fun part about it is it is fun to perform and show the others what we can do. I think the most fun of it is seeing what the others did actually.
Molly Tracey: It’s really something different. I don’t think I would have ever foreseen 10 years ago that I would have been doing this. It’s really such a unique experience.
THE CANADIAN TEAM FROM THE UNIVERSITE DE SHERBROOKE PLACED FIRST OVERALL IN THE COMPETITION.

YOU CAN LEARN MORE ABOUT THE AUVSI EVENT AND OTHER STEM ACTIVITIES BY VISITING THE NAVAIR NEWS PAGE AT WWW-DOT-NAVAIR-DOT-NAVY-DOT-MIL-FORWARDSLASH-NEWS. 
Discovering Innovation through Diversity
NAVAIR leadership hosted a training day to encourage diversity and inclusion in the workplace. A team of diversity experts explained how different thoughts, ideas and backgrounds BENEFIT an organization.

Jo Linda Johnson: The only way you change the culture of your organization is by first becoming aware of what it is. Second, discussing what issues you have with it and third sort of figuring out how you are going to address those issues.

Karen Penn: The benefit of having events like this is that it keeps the topic on folk’s minds and it keeps it as a topic of discussion. Diversity and inclusion should not be a check in the box, one hour, one day; it really needs to be a continuing dialogue.
THE EVENT SHOWCASED SOME OF THE DIVERSE GROUPS WITHIN navair INCLUDING the Women's Advocacy Group, Hispanic Engagement Action Team, and the Individuals with Disabilities Team. 
FINDING SOFTWARE SOLUTIONS FOR NAVAL AVIATION. THE FUTURE AIRBORNE CAPABILITY ENVironment KNOWN AS face recently held a navair hosted expo at the patuxent river naval air musuem. The expo showcased industry and governement SOFTWARE applications that BROADEN INNOVATION ACROSS PLATFORMS.
Bob Matthews: Our real intention is to develop a standard an open standard that will enable a common operating environment similar to the product lines in use by DOD avionics by industry today but it will be an open architecture allowing reuse across what are now proprietary lines. 

THE EXPO MARKED THE TWO-YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF THE FACE CONSORTIUM.
