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Here at Power Plants and Fleet Readiness Southeast, we overhaul gas turbine engines for the Department of Defense, specifically, Navy is our are biggest product line and we also do work for the United States Air Force. 
Here we do the J-52 engine, which is sun-downing at this time; the Super Hornet engine, the F-14; and the legacy Hornet the F/A-18. We also have a DMISA contract with our sister department of defense agency, the United States Air Force, which is the T-34 engine and goes in the 18 Warthog, and what we pretty much do here is that you bring us to your engine that is broke, and we get back to you fit for service. And one of the things that I love about our facility is we make the weapon system affordable for the warfighter and we give them a quality product.

Speed to the fleet is so critical that they don't have a lot of usable asset; they don't have a lot of spares, so when they take an asset off the aircraft or often engine and send it to a depot, they need it back. They are on the tip of a spear and they don't have a lot of asset laying around, so we have to make sure we do a quality job, at or below cost, and give it back to them on time. 

Jet engines are a very expensive part of the weapon system.

When the engine comes in, we know some of the conditions. If it needs to be upgraded or have special inspection, but then it gets disassembled, we have a team goes in evaluating determining the depot-level repair based on a tech directive in the contract with whoever our customer is. We repair the engine if it required inspection, plasma spray machining, painting, then it comes back to our assembly shops and we assemble it, can it and send it back to the fleet or wherever our customer may be.

I like to say we build quality in and it is really important why our artists are so important. 

It is pretty difficult to learn this job because it is really technical. This is something called geometrical dimensioning tolerancing requirements where you have to consider one surface perpendicular to another concentric to another and the artisan, it has an almost second nature to them so you spend a lot of time training them, but those requirements is driven because these are high-tech weapon system and is important that our level of skills is embedded in an artisan and becomes second, it is almost a second language to many of them.

We are one and most productive facilities; you get a huge bang for the buck; in fact, what we produce in such a small confined space and the technical skills that we possess in this small footprint, quality at an affordable price consistently. Quality at an affordable price, consistently; we are great stewards of the taxpayer money.
