NAVAIR AIM 9 Sidewinder Missile

PMA-259 is a diverse team located in three different locations, primarily here at Patuxent River but also Eglin Air Force Base as well as China Lake, Calif. We support all aspects of the AIM-7 program, the AIM-9 program and the AMRAAM program office.

The AIM-9X sidewinder has many components that are common with its predecessor the AIM-9M sidewinder and that is a common rocket motor and a common warhead and a target detector as well as some other features, however, where it expands on the capability is its high off bore sight capabilities:  its ability to reject countermeasures, its agility and maneuverability.

The block two is going to expand on that capability. We put new computers in there and a new target detector, which now will allow the missile to go greatly beyond the visual range. The block one has been fielded for over 10 years and we have done that ahead of schedule and we have over 2 million hours on that weapons system. The AIM-9X block two, the follow on, is currently on operational tests and is scheduled to be introduced to the fleet in about a year in 2014. And the AM-9X block three is funded to be developed and produced and delivered in 2019 to the fleet.

I feel honored to work with such a talented group of professionals dedicated to yielding such a great product to the warfighter. It is their dedication and motivation that is going to ensure we field to our fighter pilots the product that ensures they dominate air combat well into the 21st century.
