Marc Donohue: we’ve got 27 different parcular support equipment configurations and the common video borescope unit will replace all of them with one common unit . It is a video borescope used to inspect engine components and airframes for cracks, corrosion, fod things of that nature. Nick Amabile: We went back and we looked at the current borescope inspections, what sizes are needed, what kind of optical tips, focus, whether they need measurement capabilities. We took that and rolled it all into the specifications and that’s how we came up with our requirements. Peter Hum: It’s a game changer to me because now the fleet has basically one system that they can go to and this ties in all the various aircraft the fleet supports, F/A-18s, the V-22s, all the Helos will be using this common borescope set.  Al Bunting: No matter what platform or engine or shore afloat a sailor goes to it is going to be the same basic system, so they won’t have to learn something brand new when they get to their next command. Marc Donahue: The unit is highly ruggedized, it’s portable. It is battery operated so you don’t have to worry about trying to find someplace to power it up and plug it in. Nick Amabile: The access to their inspection ports aren’t usually easy so sometimes they are on top of aircraft or climbing up ladders, so to be able to hold it with one hand, or that we have a shoulder strap that makes it safe for them to climb up and do the work they need to do. Marc Donohue: This unit is unique because it utilizes LED technology which makes the unit much lighter than the traditional arch-lamp units which are much bulkier, over 30 pounds versus 3.8 pounds for the CVBS unit. Peter Hum: Instead of taking apart the engine to look at for potential defects, this lets you look directly inside the engine for cracks, dents, nicks on the rotor blades or inside the compression chamber. Francini  Clemmons: If we need a second opinion from a depot type artisan we have that ability to pull or extract the still picture or video from the actual borescope and send it to different places for expert opinion.  Roger Ding: The big thing is the turnaround time for the aircraft. The borescope can turn around an aircraft a lot faster because if you take an engine apart you are talking about a day of work just to take it apart.  Al Bunting: The quicker you can repair that aircraft, get that inspection done, the quicker you can turn this piece of equipment around and get it restored to working condition  the sooner the Sailor can do his job and that equals an aircraft being back in an up status.  Marc Donohue: It is a cost savings as well when you think of the operations, sustainment and supply support costs associated with one configuration.  Francini Clemmons: We just felt totally confident that this is going to change the way we conduct business out in the fleet and it is going to be a product that we can be proud of. 

