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Proulx:  Today we are with David Biggs, Chief Technician with the Royal Air Force F-35 program. Thank you for joining us. So, you recently received a very prestigious honor, you were named to the Queen’s list as a Member of the Order of the British Empire. Talk to me about this honor.

Briggs:  Yes, very special. I didn’t know anything about it. I was nominated by my chain of command both in the U.S. and the U.K. through the work I have been doing on the F-35. So, big surprise, but very honored.
Proulx:  You actually received your, your pin from the Queen herself?
Briggs:  I did. I returned to the U.K. and went to Buckingham Palace, and I was very fortunate and honored as well to have the Queen present the award.

Proulx:  A very neat experience. So, talk to me about your current position with the F-35 program.

Briggs:  My current role is as a field service engineer, so I work alongside the Lockheed Martin field service engineer doing the in-depth fault finding and system knowledge to the maintenance team, and I have been in that role for about 18 months now.

Proulx:  You have been with the program since 2008. So, tell me what it has meant to you personally to have been with this program, especially during this significant testing phase.

Briggs:  Fantastic opportunity, like you say; I arrived out in 08 before we even had an aircraft. And we were involved in setting up the ITF working in a multi-national environment, which is very new to me. And then from there I went and worked with safety of flight working with the DCMA office. I did that, then moved on to aircraft supervisor. So, I was crew chief on the BF-2 and then saw that aircraft through all its modifications and boat prep. And then crew chief on the very first DT-1 trial and then shortly after that, I then progressed on to doing the field service engineer job.

Proulx:  Great Britain is the United States’ biggest partner in the F-35 program. What do you think this aircraft means for the future of British aviation?
Briggs:  Yeah, it is going to be the lynch pin of our future really, the Royal Navy and the Royal Air Force operations. We will operate the F-35 as a joint operation; it will be a 50/50 split down the middle. We will deploy out onto the Royal Navy vessels, and we will also operate from land based. Obviously we are building our two new carrier class aircraft specifically for the F-35. It is our first step into the 5th generation aircraft.
Proulx:  So your recognition as a member to the Order of the British Empire, that was a very personal, wonderful, wonderful recognition; however, what does a recognition like that one mean to your entire team?
Briggs:  It’s big and as much as it was an individual award; I always think of it is a representation of the recognition from the U.K. of what we are doing out here. We are a very small team. The maintenance division, the ITF is only eight strong and because we have been involved in day 1 operations for the ITF, it is a huge recognition. We often think that because we are miles away in the U.S., we are forgotten about, but the work that we do, certainly within the project team to de-risk the aircraft and to bring on the ITF test points, is really good.

Proulx:  Thank you for joining us.
