Flight Ready: NAVAIR Reserve Program

Kirby Miller: The NAVAIR reserve program is 240 Navy Officers and enlisted. We support Naval Air Systems Command via engineering expertise, fiscal expertise, program management and also basic maintenance. The goal is to provide anything we can to help NAVAIR meets their mission in supporting the warfighter.
Tommy Tolson: As a civilian, I own a forensics engineering company in Dallas, Texas, that specializes in structural and geotechnical engineering investigations mostly for insurance companies. The primary project that I am working on as part of the NAVAIR Reserve Program is I am the test director for unmanned aircraft interoperability.
Don Zwick: He’s brought on, specifically, to help us plan and execute our demonstrations of our interoperability initiatives. So what we do is we take critical interfaces between vehicles and control systems or vehicles and other systems, say if we want that vehicle of that system to be interoperable we have to standardize that interface. So we develop standardized interfaces, but them we have to test them.
Tommy Tolson: I’ve worked with the people here at the SAIL to write the software, design the hardware, connect it all together so that we can verify that it actually does work. The job doesn’t need a full-time active duty guy, it needs a part-time guy and that is where a reserve person comes in. 
Kirby Miller: That investment, that bang for the buck is huge. A lot of our guys are consultants, they are running their own half a million dollar a year companies, or million dollar a year companies; those guys provide a very reasonable price what NAVAIR is looking for.
Tommy Tolson: I have told many people, this is a reservist’s dream job; work directly for an active duty Captain on a ground breaking interoperability project that will have easily demonstrated results in the fleet.
Don Zwick: And he’s got focus and drive from the commercial world, because he’s got to be successful there if he wants to pay the bills, and he applies that directly to the same strategy and work ethic that we have here and it has been very helpful.
Kirby Miller: He knows that the value he brings not only to NAVAIR, but to himself, he’s bought in, he’s ties into the fight and that’s a contribution you can’t underestimate. 
Don Zwick: I would love to have, you know, two or three more Commander Tolsons.
