IT’S A SINGLE SITE SOLUTION FOR CONTROLLING MULTIPLE UNMANNED VEHICLES DURING A MISSION.
PLUS – A SEARCH FOR SAVINGS ON THE HIGH SEAS. 
AND THE F-35 LIGHTING II PROGRAM MARKS A MAJOR MILEAGE MILESTONE.
WELCOME TO THIS EDITION OF AIRWAVES.  I’M MIKEL LAUREN PROULX
THE F-35 LIGHTING TWO PRORGAM IS CELEBRATING A GLOBAL GOAL.
THE AIRCRAFT, OPERATING AT 12 DIFFERENT LOCATIONS WORLDWIDE, SURPASSED THE 50,000 FLIGHT HOUR MARK IN FEBRUARY -- A SIGN THAT THE PROGRAM IS RAPIDLY GROWING AND MATURING. THE FIRST FLIGHT HOUR WAS ACHIEVED BY AN F-35B AIRCRAFT IN 2008, BUT THE PROGRAM WOULD HAVE TO WAIT SIX YEARS TO MARK THE FIRST 25,000 flight hours. THE NEXT 25,000 hours CAME AT AN ACCELERATED PACE, JUST ONE YEAR LATER, THANKS TO AN INCREASE IN FLIGHT TESTING AND THE NUMBER OF AIRCRAFT DELIVERED TO THE US AND WORLD PARTNERS. FLIGHT HOURS ARE DIVIDED INTO TWO CATEGORIES, OPERATIONAL, AND SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT AND DEMONSTRATION. APPROXIMATELY ONE-THIRD OF THE 50,000 TOTAL HOURS WERE FLOWN IN 2015. THE F-35 PROGRAM IS EXPECTED TO DOUBLE IN SIZE OVER THE NEXT THREE YEARS. 
AND WITH MORE hours COMES MORE HISTORY MAKING MOMENTS FOR THE F-35 LIGHTING TWO PROGRAM.
AN ITALIAN AIR FORCE F-35 LIGHTING TWO AIRCRAFT COMPLETED THE VERY FIRST TRANSATLANTIC OCEAN CROSSING FROM CAMERI AIR FORCE BASE, ITALY TO NAVAL AIR STATION PATUXENT RIVER MARYLAND. THE TWO-PHASE FLIGHT ACROSS THE NORTH ATLANTIC TOOK 13 HOURS TO COMPLETE. AL-1 REFUELED SEVEN TIMES DURING THE FLIGHT WITH THE HELP OF AN ITALIAN AIR FORCE KC-767 AERIAL REFUELING TANKER. THE ITALIAN PILOT NAVIGATED THE AIRCRAFT THROUGH HARSH WINTER WEATHER DURING THE CROSSING, WHICH INCLUDED 120 KNOT HEADWINDS, DESPITE THAT, HE CALLED IT THE GREATEST EXPERIENCE OF HIS LIFE. 
“The efficiency and reliability of the aircraft has been 100 percent — we had no issues at all,   
THE AIRCRAFT WITH SPEND THE NEXT THREE MONTHS UNDERGOING ELECTROMAGNETIC ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS EVALUATION AND CERTIFICATION AT THE INTEGRATED BATTLESPACE SIMULATION AND TEST FACILITY AT N-A-S PATUXENT RIVER. IT WILL THEN TAKE PART IN A MULTI-NATIONAL PILOT TRAINING PROGRAM AT LUKE AIR FORCE BASE IN ARIZONA.
THE NAVY IS CLOSE TO A COMMON SOLUTION FOR OPERATING MULTIPLE UNMANNED VEHICLES DURING A MISSION.
THE NEWLY DEVELOPED COMMON CONTROL SYSTEM (CCS) IS A SOFTWARE ARCHITECTURE THAT CAN BE INTEGRATED ON A VARIETY OF UNMANNED SYSTEMS. IT’S DESIGNED SO THAT OPERATORS WORKING OUT OF ONE CONTROL STATION CAN CONTROL MULTIPLE UNMANNED PLATFORMS OPERATING AT SEA, IN THE AIR OR ON THE GROUND. THE NAVY RECENTLY TESTED THE SYSTEM WITH A SUBMERSIBLE UNMANNED VEHICLE DURING A SERIES OF UNDERWATER MISSIONS AT THE NAVAL UNDERSEA WARFARE CENTER KEYPORT IN PUGET SOUND, WASHINGTON. DURING THE TEST, OPERATORS USED CCS TO PASS INFORMATION TO A LARGE DISPLACEMENT UNMANNED UNDERSEA VEHICLE TO COMPLETE MULTIPLE SURVEILLANCE MISSIONS. CCS SHOULD CUT COST AND SAVE ON REDUNDANT EFFORTS ACROSS UNMANNED AVIATION. THE NAVY WILL DEPLOY CCS ON UNMANNED AIR VEHICLES BEFORE ROLLING IT OUT ACROSS OTHER DOMAINS. 
A TREASURE HUNT FOR TARGETS MEANS BIG SAVINGS FOR THE NAVY.
THE ADVANCED MARITIME TECHNOLOGY CENTER IS recovering remaining training targets AROUND NAVAL AIR STATION PATUXENT RIVER FOLLOWING LAST YEAR’S OFFICE OF NAVAL RESEARCH EXERCISE. THE DEMONSTRATION INVOLVED DOZENS OF UNMANNED UNDERWATER VEHICLES USING SENSORS TO LOCATE 150 MISSION RELEVANT TARGETS PLACED ON THE BOTTOM OF THE CHESAPEAKE BAY AND PATUXENT AND POTOMAC RIVERS. NOW THAT THE EXERCISE IS COMPLETE, recovery IS UNDERWAY. DIVE TEAMS FREE THE UNDERWATER TARGETS FROM A WEIGHTED LINE; THE TARGETS ARE THEN HAULED ONBOARD A SALVAGE SHIP, THE APACHE, FOR TRANSPORT. EACH TARGET WEIGHS SEVERAL HUNDRED POUNDS AND CAN BE DIFFICULT TO LOCATE IN THE MUDDY WATER, BUT THE TASK OF FINDING THEM PAYS OFF.
///SOT/// Chris Grable/ Advanced Maritime Technology Center, Senior Project Manager
03:43:12 They’re expensive; you wouldn’t think so, but they are 4,5,6-thousand dollars apiece depending on the shape, some may be more, some may be less, but there’s 150 of them, right. And if you just leave them in place, then sooner or later you have to buy more.  And not only do they use these (cut) for experiments, these shapes, they use them for training, they use them all over. So they recover them, they clean them up, they repaint them, they make them look good again and then they take them out again and use them somewhere else.
IN ADDITION TO SAVING ON COSTS, THE RECOVERY EFFORT HELPS PRESERVE THE TARGETS AND THE SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT. A-M-T-C HOPES TO WRAP UP THE RECOVERY PROCESS IN JUNE.  
IT’S OFFICIAL – THE LAST EA-6B PROWLER AIRCRAFT TO UNDERGO MAINTENANCE AT FLEET READINESS CENTER SOUTHEAST HAS RETURNED TO THE FLEET. 
THE FINAL PROWLER LEFT CECIL COMMERCE CENTER LAST MONTH WITH A NEW PAINT JOB.  IT’S HEADED TO MARINE TACTICAL ELECTRONIC WARFARE SQUADRON 2 AT MARINE CORPS AIR STATION CHERRY POINT, NORTH CAROLINA. THE FIRST EA-6B CAME TO THE DEPOT IN OCTOBER1994 WHEN THE WORK TRANSFERRED FROM NORFOLK, VIRGINIA TO JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA DURING A BASE REALIGNMENT. OVER THE NEXT 20 YEARS, FRC SOUTHEAST ENGINEERS, ARTISANS AND CONTRACTORS MAINTAINED THE AIRCRAFT AND KEPT THE “FLYING FRYING PAN” FLIGHT READY.  MOST OF THE ARTISANS WHO’VE WORKED ON THE PROWLER WILL NOW TRANSITION TO TRAINING AIRCRAFT.
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2015 NAVAIR SAILOR OF THE YEAR.
NAVAL AIRCREWMAN AVIONICS FIRST CLASS ANDREW WHITE FROM THE NAVAL AIR WARFARE CENTER AIRCRAFT DIVISION WAS SELECTED DURING A CEREMONY AT NAVAL AIR STATION PATUXENT RIVER. WHITE CURRENTLY SERVES AS THE TRAINING AIRLIFT AND STRATEGIC COMMUNICATIONS DEPARTMENT LEADING PETTY OFFICER FOR AIR TEST AND EVALUATION SQUADRON VX-20. AS ONE OF THREE COMMAND FINALIST, WHITE SAYS HE’S HUMBLED BY THE AWARD.
//SOT// AWV1 Andrew White/ LPO VX-20

I feel very honored and privileged to receive this award. Just all the hard work of a lot of my junior guys and my fellow first classes that we’ve done in our mess and with our chief’s mess; I believe a lot of that hard work has put me in this spot right now, so definitely very honored to take our accomplishments forward.
TWO OTHER FINALISTS, LOGISTICS SPECIALIST ERICK SANTIAGO FROM VX-30 AT NAVAL AIR WARFARE CENTER WEAPONS DIVISION; AND PERSONNEL SPECIALIST RUBY ANNE MILLANES FROM NAVAIR HEADQUARTERS EACH RECEIVED A NAVY-MARINE CORPS ACHIEVEMENT MEDAL FOR THEIR ACCOMPLISHMENTS.  
AND THAT'S IT FOR THIS EDITION OF AIRWAVES. SEE YOU ON THE FLIGHT-LINE.
