AIReel – Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

“We’ll walk hand in hand”

SgtMaj Wallington Sims: Martin Luther King, Jr. was about justice. He helped Americans come to terms with the shame of its prejudicial past and found a way to move beyond it for justice’s sake.

Commander Terrence Hammond: The Civil Rights Movement gave me an opportunity to actually sit here before you today as a commanding officer in the United States Navy and serve as equals among all Americans. 

SgtMaj Wallington Sims: Martin Luther King, Jr. was a freedom fighter who knew and understood the power of words.

Randal Baker: We must be vigilant of the rights of every American, not just the African Americans, but we must look to uplift all Americans. I think that’s what the good doctor was after when he started the movement.

James Meade: When you think of Dr. King, you think of all the accomplishment there’s still so much left to be done. It’s been 40 years since he’s passed yet we still have a long way to go in terms of social equality in terms of accomplishing some of the ideals that he had. We’ve made progress, but there’s a long way to go.

SgtMaj Wallington Sims: It’s not the duration of your life that matters, but the donation. Not how long you live, but how you lived.

Maria Sherwood: People measure their wealth by gross income or what vehicle their driving but really it’s the wealth of how you live your life and the people you touch.

SgtMaj Wallington Sims: If you take a lot of individuals from different nationalities, from different races, different cultures and you put them together, you put a team together. That’s mighty strong and mighty powerful.

 “We shall overcome some day.”

“Free at last, free at last, thank God almighty I’m free at last. God bless you.”

