IN THIS EDITION OF AIRWAVES, FIREFIGHTERS BATTLE THE HEAT TO STAY MISSION READY.PLUS, CELEBRATING EXCELLENCE: A LOOK AT THIS YEAR’S COMMANDER’S AWARDS.AND A REPLICA OF THE CURTIS PUSHER OFFERS A UNIQUE LOOK AT NAVAL AVIATION’S FIRST FLIGHT.WE’RE NAVIGATING THE NEWS OF NAVAIR.WELCOME TO THIS EDITION OF AIRWAVES.  I’M MIKEL PROULX. AND I’M MAJOR NICOLE MANN. AND THANKS FOR JOINING US.

THE NAVY AND MARINE CORPS ARE ONE STEP CLOSER TO FIELDING AN UNMANNED CARGO HELICOPTER. THE KMAX IS THE FIRST OF TWO U-A-S HELICOPTERS THAT COULD BE DELIVERED TO THE WARFIGHTER BY THE END OF THE YEAR.  THE KMAX IS DESIGNED FOR REPETITIVE LIFTING AND CAN CARRY LOADS OF UP TO 6-THOUSAND POUNDS.  THE HOPE IS TO KEEP TRUCKS OFF THE ROAD AND TROOPS OUT OF HARMS WAY. THE KMAX WILL UNDERGO TESTING WHILE AT PATUXENT RIVER TO DETERMINE IF IT IS FIELD READY.

HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED WHAT IT WAS LIKE TO FLY IN THE EARLY DAYS OF AVIATION? WELL, NOW YOU MAY HAVE YOUR CHANCE. ENGINEERS AT PATUXENT RIVER HAVE VOLUNTEERED THEIR TIME TO BUILD A FLIGHT SIMULATOR BASED ON THE FIRST AIRCRAFT TO TAKE OFF FROM A SHIP. IN 1910, CIVILIAN PILOT EUGENE ELY FLEW A CURTIS PUSHER OFF U-S-S BIRMINGHAM.   A REPLICA OF THE CURTIS PUSHER WAS TESTED TO REPRODUCE THE CHARACTERISTICS OF THAT FIRST FLIGHT.

Buddy Denham: “this airplane was built by Bob Coolbaugh and he built it faithfully to the aerodynamic dimensions of Eli’s original airplane.  He researched this at length and really faithfully reproduced those aero characteristics of Ely’s Curtis Pusher.” “So it’s really an aviation/archeology exercise that we can do safely and more importantly we can allow a lot more people to experience that through simulation and that’s really the goal.”

ENGINEERS HOPE TO HAVE THE CURTIS PUSHER SIMULATOR AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC BY THE END OF THE YEAR. IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS YEAR’S CENTENNIAL OF NAVAL AVIATION CELEBRATION, VISIT THE NAVAIR NEWS PAGE AT WWW-DOT-NAVAIR-DOT-NAVY-DOT-MIL.

CELEBRATING A JOB WELL DONE -- VICE ADMIRAL DAVID ARCHITZEL HOSTED THIS YEAR’S COMMANDER’S NATIONAL AWARDS CEREMONY AT NAS PATUXENT RIVER. THE EVENT RECOGNIZED NAVAIR EMPLOYEES FOR OUTSTANDING WORK IN SUPPORT OF THE MILITARY.

Vice Admiral David Architzel: “Our connection to the fleet is real and what we do is important and has consequences.  Our sailors and marines rely on our technical, business and leadership excellence to sustain and deliver the products they need to achieve mission success.”

David Atchison: “Being here at the commander’s awards and having my security team, my folks recognized for the accomplishments over the past year was very rewarding we appreciate it very much.”

VICE ADMIRAL ARCHITZEL PRESENTED SIX COMMANDER’S AWARDS. TO SEE A FULL LIST OF THE AWARD WINNERS, CHECK OUT THE NAVAIR NEWS PAGE.

THE TEST PILOT SCHOOL AT NAS PATUXENT RIVER OFFERS THE ONLY ROTARCRAFT PROGRAM IN THE UNITED STATES. THE INTENSIVE YEAR LONG PROGRAM COMBINES CLASSROOM CURRICULUM WITH FLIGHT TRAINING. STUDENTS LEARN HOW TO TEST HELICOPTERS USING FOUR DIFFERENT TYPES OF AIRCRAFT INCLUDING THE UH-72 LAKOTA WHICH JOINED THE TEST PILOT SCHOOL LAST YEAR. 

Lieutenant Commander Tobin Hart: “The concept is they fly as many different aircraft as possible so it’s like if you wanted to go look at a car you aren’t just going to look at one car, you are going to look at 4 or 5 different cars and they are all going to operate and drive slightly differently.  Most helicopter pilots, military, only fly one type so it makes it difficult then to make comparisons, so we try to get them to fly as many different types as possible.

THE TEST PILOT SCHOOL TRAINS U.S. AND INTERNATIONAL HELICOPTER PILOTS FROM ALL BRANCHES OF THE MILITARY.  IT IS ONE OF ONLY THREE ROTARCRAFT TRAINING PROGRAMS IN THE WORLD.

THEY’RE THE FIRST TO RESPOND IN THE EVENT OF AN AIRCRAFT EMERGENCY. HERE’S A LOOK AT THE UNIQUE TRAINER KEEPING NAVAIR FIREFIGHTERS FIT FOR DUTY.

Joe Bean: Training guys on how to put out an aircraft that could be on fire.  How to go inside, how to approach, how to put the aircraft out.  They train every day just to make sure we are proficient, we’re fast and we know what we are doing. If you watch the firefighters they are completely covered from head to toe with their safety gear and basically it protects their skin from being burned. He controls the whole aircraft while he’s sitting inside that booth.

Steve Long: Red knobs off, they actually stop the fire completely, but they leave the pilot lights lit.

Joe Bean: He’s telling them which types of fires to start and when he wants them started and basically he’s flipping switches inside of here in order to create the fires.

Steve Long: Eight different fire as of now and we’re doing them in a series starting with the outside working to the engine, to the rear of the aircraft then coming in to the inside to the cockpit, to the galley area, moving back into the cabin area.  

Joe Bean: what they do is start on the outside of the aircraft putting any kind of fire on the outside of the aircraft out the engines, tires or the side of the aircraft then they make their way into the fuselage where they do interior firefighting. A lot of times when you are trying to put out these fires you got to get up that close exactly to put them out.  They are going to go in and start working their way up to the front of the aircraft, put that out, then make a turn and go back towards the back of the aircraft. Aircraft fires are a lot different than our structural fires. It teaches them how to deal with the jet fuel on the plane and all the different special hazards. And that’s the proper way to put out an aircraft fire.
YOU COULD SAY IT’S THE WORLD’S FASTEST SHIP – BUT IT DOESN’T OPERATE IN THE WATER. THE LIGHTER-THAN-AIR MZ-3A NAVIGATES THE ATMOSPHERE AS A FLYING LABORATORY. IT’S SLOW SPEED AND LOW VIBRATION LEVEL PROVIDES THE PERFECT ENVIRONMENT FOR CONDUCTING SCIENTIFIC EXPERIEMENTS.
Steve Hewitt: “The biggest advantages are, the flight hour costs is cheap, it’s easy to put gear on and off and it provides a different, almost laboratory like environment for testing equipment.”

BUILT LIKE A BALLOON, THE AIRSHIP USES HELIUM TO FLY MORE THAN 2-THOUSAND FEET HIGH. IT’S PRESSURE MANAGEMENT SYSTEM HELPS TO BALANCE THE WEIGHT OF THE AIRSHIP AS THE GAS EXPANDS AND CONTRACTS. A HIGHLY TRAINED CREW GUIDES THE BALLOON DURING TAKE-OFF AND LANDING. THE AIRSHIP IS BASED IN LAKEHURST, NEW JERSEY AND HAS BEEN OPERATIONAL SINCE 2006.

THAT’S IT FOR THIS EDITION OF AIRWAVES. 

SEE YOU ON THE FLIGHTLINE.

