Narrator:  Chief of Naval Operations Admiral Jonathan Greenert visited Naval Air Warfare Center Weapons Division China Lake on January 31st for a tour and discussion about the command’s unique capabilities and national assets used for supporting the Navy’s mission.

Rear Admiral Paul Sohl, NAWCWD commander, and Scott O’Neil, NAWCWD executive director, welcomed Greenert and gave him an overview of current operations and activities at the Weapons Division.

U.S. House of Representatives Majority Whip Kevin McCarthy joined the CNO for the visit which included a walking tour at the Advanced Weapons Laboratory.

The CNO also heard about the expected future of network enabled weapons, and what NAWCWD is doing to increase speed to the fleet through multiple rapid response projects.

Dr. Ron Smiley, head of NAWCWD’s Avionics Department, led a discussion about what the Weapons Division is doing to support electronic warfare readiness in today’s fleet. Tom Dowd, head of the NAWCWD Threat/Target Systems Department, gave Greenert an overview of how NAWCWD uses its air, land and sea ranges to provide a cost-effective and realistic threat environment in support of programs and training.

During his visit, Greenert saw some of the hardware that NAWCWD uses to perform research, development, and test and evaluation for the Navy’s weapons, as well as various air, land and sea vehicles used to simulate targets and threats.

Sohl explained to the CNO that along with NAWCWD’s 1.1 million acres, 36,000 square miles of sea range and access to 20,000 square miles of restricted airspace, one of his key resources is the integrated team of civilians and military.

Following the tour, Greenert and McCarthy spoke with local media representatives.

Greenert:  This is, as the congressman said, can’t be replicated anywhere and it’s a vital and critical area.  And you know what’s really cool?  You really turn stuff around fast here.  There’s a lot of ownership here and frequently you don’t see that.  You say well we hand it off to whoever.  This is mine.  I got that from a lot of the project managers and engineers.  Very cool.

McCarthy:  And what you’re able to see when we walk through here, the expertise but look at the investment that the government has made.  The new facilities coming after BRAC.  The investment in the individuals that have actually had savings as they look at it as the generations go through on turning around.  That’s very important.

Greenert:  So you get the genesis of the idea, somebody pulls it together then you test it and you certify it.  Right here.  And that’s desperately needed.  These people, the project managers, the doctors and the brilliance of the people in here that come out here to the desert and take their thing on and bring it you know from birth all the way through to delivery.  That was really impressive.  You know, even though it’s late in the afternoon I got pretty wound up listening to all this stuff.  Pretty exciting.  Its been a terrific visit even if its a few hours so I’m looking forward to coming back because I’ve only wetted my appetite on some of the things here.

