AIReel: NAVAIR Lakehurst EMALS Ribbon Cutting

Captain Randy Mahr: We’re up in Lakehurst New Jersey at the Naval Air Warfare Center, now park of joint base Mcguire-Dix-Lakehurst, to cut the ribbon on the first electromagnetic aircraft launch system for the U.S. Navy EMALS catapult.

Sean Brennan: Electromagnetic Aircraft Launch System is the next generation of the steam catapult. The steam catapult is set up (for lack of a better term) like a shotgun, an open loop control system. Put steam behind it, let go of the valve, shoot an aircraft off the end of the deck. What an EMALS does is it’s an electromagnetic version of that, a closed loop control system. It allows us to control exactly the profile of what the aircraft coming off the deck is. We’re able to give a more controlled launch off the ship, extend aircraft life, reduce manning on the ship and maintenance hours.

Captain Randy Mahr: It’s the first time in over half a century that we’ve changed catapult technology, going from the steam catapult we have on Nimitz class to the catapult technology we’ll have on Ford class. We’re doing that for a couple of reasons. Number one is because the aircraft are changing. As the aircraft change, we need to change the flight deck systems with them. EMALS is the first step to that.
Sean Brennan: The ribbon cutting will celebrate the first fully functional electromagnetic catapult built. What we’ll be showing there is what’s called a maneuver and that’s showing that the shuttle, which is the part that interfaces with the aircraft, going from one end of the catapult to the other on a closed loop control system. That’s the first time that’s been done.

Dr. Michael Newman: We’re going to move the shuttle from the aft end 275 feet forward. We’re going to cut the ribbon as it goes along to the front portion. It’s going to run past the ribbon, break the ribbon, come past and come to a stop at the end of the catapult.

Captain Randy Mahr: By next summer, the summer of 2010, we’ll actually be launching F/18 aircraft up here at Lakehurst.

Sean Brennan: There have been a lot of questions over time will it work, will it work and the answer is yes it will. We’re going to show we can do it here and that we’ll be progressing along very smoothly into next summer, and yes, we’ll be launching aircraft and that it’s going got work aboard ship.
