Col. McGee: First aircraft I ever flew was a bi-wing open cockpit PT-17 primary trainer and that was a real thrill, after that first flight I just knew I’d made the right decision getting into aviation. 
Jesse McCurdy: He has a deep history, in this case the integration of the armed services

Col. McGee: We’re a very diverse country and what our experience proves is that talent doesn’t come as I say with happenstance of birth or color of skin and we need all of our young people to develop their talents to the peak because they’re the future and we lose our freedoms if we don’t preserve them with talented young people taking their rightful place in the future. 

Latisha Durham He did not let racial prejudice stop him from completing his goal. We have a lot of people that may not go that far or may quit because it was a lot and the fact that he completed his goal, completed his mission without letting that get to him, I think that’s probably my biggest take-away.

Jesse McCurdy: In general to have people come like that with deep history, we have a lot of young people here, we have a few old folks like myself who remember some of that history, not as much as the Colonel but many young people need to understand how they got where they are, they can go and read in history books but they listen when someone is actually here to talk to them in person.

Yvonne Davis: We’re all Americans and we’re here to serve the country, we’re here to support the mission and it’s based on performance and us working as a team, the better we work as a team the better the product and service is going to be to the country. 

Col. McGee: It’s unfortunate the history here in our country was that we ended up out of the slave years the attitude that blacks and whites are different, talents were different , aptitudes were different and that was not a true case. 
We’re still on the way and as I say hopefully one day we’ll just all be Americans.

To be able to as I say get up above this earth and realize that we human beings are one small spec in a mighty grand universe is a thrilling experience and that’s something that flying has given me. 

