Gerry Cronkrite: Well roughly four years ago, the Navy and Air Force both approached the engine manufacturer, CFM international about ways to improve our engine build policies by keeping our engines on wing longer. The engine manufacturer approached us and said hey this is what we’re doing with the commercial industry; we strongly recommend this for you guys, the Air Force and the Navy program management teamed up and how we achieve all the good things with the engine is through improved exhaust gas temperature what we call EGT margin.  It’s going to increase that by roughly 16 to 20 degrees which gives us the extended time on the aircraft. The significance about this engine modification it’s going to save the DoD a lot of money, it’s going to save in excess of 2 billion dollars between the Air Force and the Navy. It does that through changing out some internal components on the engine, the change will be transparent to the maintainer; it will increase the time on wing from 10 years to 15 years and that’s how we achieve those cost savings. Because of the increased exhaust gas temperature margins the maintainers aren’t going to spend as much time troubleshooting EGT margin issues which is a big part of their troubleshooting tasks right now so it’s going to help them out big time.

As you can imagine the tens of thousands of flight hours that are flown between the Air Force and the Navy, if you can reduce just under 2% it’s a huge energy saving to our natural resources and that’s key.

Anytime you can bring collaborative efforts from different agencies, different locations, I think it’s a win-win for everybody. 

