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Oh behalf of the Commander of Naval Air Warfare Center Weapons Division, welcome to flag and general officers, elected officials, members of the senior executive service, and other distinguished guests, family, friends, squadron mates from the “Sidewinders,” “Dust Devils,” “Blue Diamonds,” and the “Golden Dragons,” and to the world famous NAWCWD workforce present here today.

Reunited and it feels so good. Rear Adm. Mike Moran handed over the reigns to Naval Air Warfare Center Weapons Division to fellow Weapons Division veteran Rear Adm. Brian Corey during a change of command ceremony aboard Naval Air Weapons Station, China Lake, on October 29. 
Hundreds of NAWCWD employees, active duty Sailors and Marines, family members and friends attended the event, which also served as a celebration for Rear Adm. Moran on his new position as Program Executive Officer for Tactical Aircraft Programs in Patuxent River, Maryland. The outgoing commander addressed the community, thanking the workforce, his friends, and family for their support.

Moran: So thank you, thank you from the bottom of my heart for all the support. I think the pendulum is swinging, leadership is recognizing the value that the warfare centers and our technical workforce plays in the needs of our Navy and our Defense department.

Recently appointed NAVAIR Commander Vice Adm. Paul Grosklags presented Moran with one of the military's highest honors, a Legion of Merit award for his accomplishments while assigned to NAWCWD.

[Applause]

Grosklags: The Weapons Division out here has a long history of being invented, innovated, and getting things to the fleet quickly. It's great to have Adm. Corey in command out here. He's got a lot of experience in this part of our business at NAVAIR.

When directed, detach from duty as vice commander, Naval Air Systems Command, and report for duty as commander, Naval Air Warfare Center Weapons Division and assistant commander for Test and Evaluation.
And with a traditional salute, Corey assumed the command of the Weapons Division. Corey spoke with familiarity with the crowd having previously served two tours with the Weapons Division, with VX-31 and the Advanced Weapons Lab.

Corey: I am absolutely confident that we are going to find a way, a new way, to deliver the fleet capability that we need in a more affordable way as Adm. Grosklags has charged us to do and the future is indeed bright.
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