WE’RE NAVIGATING THE NEWS OF NAVAIR.

WELCOME TO THIS EDITION OF AIRWAVES.  I’M MIKEL PROULX.  

AND I’M ……THANK YOU FOR JOINING US.


THE JOINT FORCE STRIKE FIGHTER IS ANOTHER STEP CLOSER TO BEING DELIVERED TO THE FLEET. THE AIRCRAFT RECENTLY COMPLETED A SUCCESSFUL ROUND OF TESTS USING THE JET BLAST DEFLECTOR.  THE J-B-D IS A FIGHTDECK SAFETY PANAL THAT ACTS AS A BARRIER FOR ENGINE EXHAUST.  THE TESTS COLLECTED TEMPERATURE, PRESSURE AND VELOCITY DATA TO DETERMINE IF THE CURRECT CARRIER SYSTEM IS COMPATIBLE WITH THE F-35C. 

 Jonathan Myers: The jet blast deflector, just like the catapults and the arresting gear, is one of the most critical parts on the ship as far as ALRE is concerned, aircraft launch and recovery equipment.  The JBD is there to protect everyone behind the jet blast deflector whether that be aircraft or personnel.  If we didn’t have jet blasters on the ship, you wouldn’t be shooting aircraft off the ship.

Tony Favorito:  The whole reason the JBD works is because it is water cooled. It can handle multiple cat shots without having to wait in between.  Right now there is about a 30 second wait in between for getting aircraft off deck and in the air.  That’s what the water does for you it gives you that repeatability.THE SINGLE AIRCRAFT JBD TESTING WILL BE REPEATED WITH AN F/A-18 TO COLLECT THE SAME DATA.  ENGINEERS WILL THEN DEVELOP A COMBINED COOLING MODEL FOR THE ENTIRE FLEET.

A NEW ROBOT MAY PROVE THAT WORK DOESN’T NEED TO STOP AT THE END OF THE DAY. THE WEAPONS PROTOTYPE DIVISION IN CHINA LAKE IS USING A ROBOTICS MACHINING CELL TO CARRY OUT SIMPLE PRODUCTION TASKS.  THE ROBOTIC ARM IS DESIGNED TO PICK UP RAW MATERIAL, LOAD IT INTO A MACHINE THEN REMOVE THE FINISHED PRODUCT. ENGINEERS HOPE TO LEAVE THE ROBOT RUNNING UNATTENDED AT NIGHT.  ENGINEERS HOPE THE EXTENDED OPERATING HOURS WILL INCREASE PRODUCTIVITY AND SAVE MONEY. 

Ken Hayes:  “It allows us to create product off hours so when folks aren’t here that effectively increases our capability without the need for additional personnel. 

Ron Pruitt:  “And we are able to take this raw piece of material and create a finished part in half the time it used to take us using traditional manufacturing methods.”


THE ROBOTIC ARM WILL BE INCORPORATED INTO A CONVEYER BELT SYSTEM LATER THIS YEAR.

THE F-35 B OFFERED UP AN IMPRESSIVE PERFORMANCE AT ITS FIRST MEDIA DAY. MARINE CORPS PILOT LIEUTENANT COLONEL FRED SCHENK DEMOSTRATED THE AIRCRAFT’S ABILITY FOR SHORT TAKE-OFFS AND VERTICLE LANDINGS. THIS CAPABILITY ALLOWS THE F-35 B TO OPERATE ON AMPHIBIOUS ASSAULT SHIPS AND ON EXPEDITIONARY AIRFIELDS.  

Thomas:  “Our simulations and our predictions are very good but there are some things you just can’t do until you actually fly the airplane.  That’s really the great thing that about what NAVAIR does and Admiral Architzel does with his folks and those professionals. They put an aircraft through the paces so that when it is delivered to the fleet, you know you are getting a superior product.”

TESTING OF THE AIRCRAFT AT PATUXENT RIVER IS CURRENTLY UNDERWAY. IT IS ONE OF THREE VERSIONS OF THE JOINT STRIKE FIGHTER BEING BUILT FOR THE U-S MILITARY.


AFTER SEVEN YEARS AT CHINA LAKE, THE AUSTRALIAN ROYAL AIR FORCE HAS RETURNED HOME. SINCE 2004 THE RAAF HAS SUPPORTED TWO AIRCRAFTS ASSIGNED TO THE F/A-18 PROGRAM.  DURING THIS TIME, MORE THAN TWO DOZEN EMPLOYEES AND THEIR FAMILIES LIVED AND WORKED WITHIN THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY.  BEFORE LEAVING, THE RAAF DONATED 17 COMPUTERS TO LOCAL SCHOOLS.

Paul Butler: “We looked at a lot of our assets such as furniture and how do we get rid of it, what do we do, is it worth taking back to Australia. We decided in particular the computer systems were four, five years old; still valuable, but not valuable enough to put back in the system and reuse.  Quite honestly, the first thing that came to mind was donating to local schools.”


THE LAST F/A-18 AIRCRAFT DEPARTED CHINA LAKE IN LATE JUNE.  IT WILL CONTINUE TO SERVE FROM ITS HOME BASE IN WILLIAMTOWN, AUSTRALIA.


ITS MISSION ACCOMPLISHED FOR THE FIRST OPERATIONAL GROWLER SQUADRON TO FORWARD DEPLOY.

FOLLOWING AN 8 MONTH DEPLOYMENT, THE SCORPIONS TOUCHED DOWN AT ANDREWS  AIR FORCE BASE BEFORE RETURNING HOME TO WHIDBEY ISLAND. THE SQUADRON USED 5-AIRCRAFT TO FLY MORE THAN 700 MISSIONS IN SUPPORT OF OPERATION ODYSSEY DAWN AND OPERATION NEW DAWN. 

Capt. Darrah: 09:03 “Really an exciting accomplishment for the navy and for our nation to have a Growler get to the fleet on time and on cost with the performance that was expected and seeing them actually using it today and being more successful than expected.”

THE E-A-18-G IS THE FIRST NEWLY-DESIGNED ELECTRONIC WARFARE AIRCRAFT PRODUCED IN MORE THAN 35 YEARS. THREE EXPEDITIONARY SQUADRONS AND 10 CARRIER-BASED SQUADRONS ARE SCHEDULED TO TRANSITION FROM THE PROWLER TO THE GROWLER BY 2015.
THAT’S IT FOR THIS EDITION OF AIRWAVES. 

SEE YOU ON THE FLIGHTLINE.
