NAVAIR Flight Crew: Aircraft Launch & Recovery Equipment Test Division
Lakehurst, NJ

ABE1 Louis Mountain Having a facility such as Lakehurst is essential to the fleet. Our responsibility is to make sure that before we send a product into the fleet; that number one, it works, and that it’s going to be safe for not only the Sailors, but the equipment that it’s going to be introduced to.  

ABE1 Matthew Boyer There is a reason why this place is the main focal point for the entire Navy and aircraft launch and recovery equipment. This is the mecca. We build them here and we rip them apart here. We test everything that ever happens.

ABE1 Louis Mountain Being that we are aviation’s boatswain’s mates working on equipment, our life blood is on the ship. Being here at Lakehurst, we have all the systems here and newer systems here, and it allows us to stay current in our job and our abilities to go right back to the fleet like we never came out of it. 

Wellington Jimenez The attitude of the Sailors here is very positive. They are very motivated to get the job done. Everybody knows the expectation, what we are to do, so the attitude goes a long way.
ABE1 Louis Mountain So we have learned how to work with the civilians to get everything accomplished. Not only just to get their mission accomplished but to make sure that its fleet compatible that we don’t forget that that’s what’s most important.

ABE1 Matthew Boyer We are definitely used through all parts pf the process.  We man up the equipment for them, we test it for them, and we also put the equipment through its paces.  There’s a reason why the processes have to be done a certain way in order for the equipment to operate correctly.  Safety is always at the most forefront of our rate and our navy.
ABE1 Louis Mountain I enjoy working here mainly because of the comradery that we get to have with our Sailors and also we are introduced first hand to all the new systems.  It’s exciting to see the transition, to see where we’ve come from to have operated with an older system to see its flaws and to see where the new systems are going, and being able to make it most compatible for what the Navy needs today.
ABE1 Matthew Boyer It’s important to the fleet because it’s what carriers thrive on. It’s our job out in the fleet and without the catapults or the arresting gear the very heart of the carrier strike group wouldn’t exist. 

