ON THIS EDITION OF AIRWAVES…the f-35c launches from emals and into the future of naval aviation.  PLUS, the history behind hanger 1 – home to navy airships for nearly 100 years.  AND, meet the heavy lift helicopter that’s worth its weight in loads.  
WE’RE NAVIGATING THE NEWS OF NAVAIR. WELCOME TO THIS EDITION OF AIRWAVES.  I’M MIKEL PROULX.  
AND I’M CHIEF MICHAEL JOHNSON THANK YOU FOR JOINING US.
 A MAJOR MILESTONE FOR THE FUTURE OF NAVAL AVIATION AS THE ELECTROMAGNETIC AIRCRAFT LAUNCH SYSTEM CONNECTS WITH THE CARRIER VARIANT F-35C FOR A SUCCESSFUL FIRST LAUNCH.  Christopher Boothe: Basically we’re testing two programs, JSF F-35 and the EMALS electromagnetic catapult. Junior Cavan: We’re here to have a UK presence to witness it, see if I can bring any insight, not that I have any but maybe go away with a lot more knowledge about how it cats, traps, works on big decks. Christopher Boothe:  New experience for me, usually I’m out to sea testing equipment aboard the ships, doing it here at Test Department, new world, different platform, different situation. Andrew Maack: It is kind of symbolic isn’t it? It’s new and newer is the way to describe it. It’s exciting and it’s very evident by the EMALS team here at Lakehurst that they’re excited to have the F-35 up here on the catapult. Christopher Boothe: Basically we expect to get the F-35 off the deck and we’ve tested the EMALS with previous aircraft that we already use out in the fleet so now we’re testing the F-35 on EMALS making sure it doesn’t have any problems and it gets off the ground. Andrew Maack: The idea really is to define the compatibility of our hook-up here with the system or electromagnetic compatibility with the system, with the airplane and then to verify what the load spectrum looks like during the launch as compared to the steam catapult impulse.  Christopher Boothe: Well the good thing is this is the home for naval aviation when it comes to ALRE equipment, we have all the catapults, the arresting gear, everything that the fleet has we have it here at Lakehurst so this is the ideal platform for it to test on. Junior Cavan: To get UK faces and uniforms in at this stage is nearly unprecedented and for us the benefits will be huge. Christopher Boothe: Being in 22 years I’m used to steam catapults, I’m used to arresting gear, hydraulic systems, pneumatic systems, so this is definitely a big change. We’re not going to have the typical picture of launching on a flight deck seeing the steam rise from the catapult, that’s going to be something to get used to. Junior Cavan: It’s a whole new experience for me working so closely with industry and with the other nations and it’s been great, it’s been absolutely fantastic.
Working together to IMPROVE FINANCIAL INFORMATION AND ACHIEVE AUDIT READINESS -- THAT'S THE GOAL OF DOD’s FINANICAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM.  DURING A RECENT VISIT TO CONGRESS, vice Admiral DAVID Achitzel CONFIRMED NAVAIR’S COMMITMENT TO DoD and DoN financial improvement initiatives. VADM Architzel: “I am personally committed to the Navy's financial improvement initiatives, achieving and sustaining audit readiness by standardizing financial processes to provide accurate and audible information that supports program execution decisions is one of my top priorities.” navair performed a financial assessment of the e2-d advanced hawkeye program TO SHOW FINANCIAL ACCOUNTABILITY OF a major acquisition program. lessons learned from the E-2D project will HELP TO IMPROVE THE FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE OF NAVAL AVIATION PROGRAMS ACROSS THE ENTERPRISE. YOU CAN LEARN MORE ABOUT NAVAIR’s FINANCIAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM ON THE NAVAIR NEWS PAGE AT W-W-W-DOT-NAVAIR-DOT-NAVY-DOT-MIL. THE AH-1Z HAS DEPLOYED WITH ITS SISTER AIRCRAFT, UH-1Y FOR THE FIRST TIME.
THE COBRA AND THE HUEY ARE OPERATED BY THE 11TH MARINE EXPEDITIONARY UNIT DEPLOYED ABOARD USS MAKIN ISLAND. THE ZULU SERVES A PRIMARY ROLE IN ASSAULT SUPPORT.  ITS UPGRADED TARGET AND COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS ALLOW MARINES TO OPERATE ZULU AT A SAFER DISTANCE FROM THE ENEMY.  THE ZULU IS COMPATIBLE WITH THE YANKEE – A BIG ADVANTAGE WHEN FORWARD DEPLOYED.  Super: Col. Harry Hewson “One of the most important things for the marines is that this aircraft shares 84% of its parts with the UH-1Y.  And that means that when you send aircraft on board ship or out to forward operating bases or any kind of expeditionary environment, we drastically reduce our footprint of sending that aircraft forward. THE COBRA IS SCHEDULED TO BE FULLY OPERATIONAL IN 20-20. 
WHEN HANGER 1 WAS BUILT AT NAVAL AIRSTATION LAKEHURST IT WAS THE LARGEST HANGER IN THE WORLD.  HOME TO COMMERCIAL AND MILITARY AIRSHIPS FOR NEARLY A CENTURY, HANGER 1 IS RICH IN AVIATION TRIUMPH AND TRAGEDY. Rick Zitarosa: I guess it would be safe to say that Lakehurst is primarily known as the site of the Hindenburg disaster, but it was the Cape Canaveral of its day.  The best and the brightest came here in the 1920’s, 30’s, and 40’s to learn lighter than air technology which was cutting edge.  Commissioned in 1921, Lakehurst Naval Air Station served as the center of naval lighter-than-air activity. At the end of World War I, the Navy purchased the coastal site from the Army for just over 13-thousand dollars. Rick Zitarosa: It was an important strategic asset because the navy wanted to operate airships as a defensive perimeter to patrol out to sea, but Airships got very, very large, very fast. The first major facility at Lakehurst was Hanger 1, a gigantic structure built to house the airships.  Hanger 1 was the largest structure of its day, measuring 9-hundred 66 feet from door end to door end. Rick Zitarosa:  “This hanger had the distinction of housing all four of the Navy’s ridged Airships and these were commissioned ships.  They actually had pennant numbers: USS Shenandoah, USS Los Angeles, USS Akron and USS Macon. When they put the Hindenburg in here in 1936, twice, she literally cleared with 15 inches on each end with the doors closed. During WWII, the Navy used Airships to patrol the coastline, protecting American ships from submarine attack.  In 1961, the Navy closed the lighter-than-air program, but this wasn’t the end of Hanger 1. Rick Zitarosa: One guy got an idea and he said if we put the Navy’s largest training devices in the hanger, we will probably be able to stave off demolition. Today, Hanger 1 houses Colossus, a fully equipped mock-up of an aircraft carrier. Sailors man the deck plates of Hanger 1 before heading out to sea.  Rick Zitarosa: Today the Houston Astrodome and the vehicle assembly building at Cape Canaveral are larger interior spaces but we like to say Hanger 1 was the first Cape Canaveral and we do with its own pride. This year, the Centennial of Naval Aviation, the first Navy Airship commissioned in 50 years returned to Hanger 1. Proving the need for lighter than air technology has stood the test of time. Rick Zitarosa: Even though the doors are 13-hundred and 50 tons and take 10 minutes to open, it’s been a favorite of Airship operators because it has windows along both sides and it’s kind of nice to work in a hanger when you can see.
K-MAX IS the Navy’s first-EVER CARGO unmanned aircraft system to DEPLOY IN SUPPORT OF TROOPS OVERSEAS. CAPABLE OF REMOTE-CONTROLLED DELIVERY, THIS HEAVY LIFTER RESUPPLIES WHILE SAVING LIVES. CARRYING CARGO and keeping troops out of harm’s way, that’s the goal of kmax, the Navy's first-ever cargo unmanned aircraft system to deploy in an operational environment. Rob Bain: “KMAX is a logging helicopter.  It’s used for cargo exclusively. It’s really a short haul, heavy lift helicopter.” K-MAX recently completed cargo testing, proving its power to carry loads up to 6,000 pounds. Rob Bain: “Actually this aircraft is very reliable.  The basic airframe has hundreds of thousands of flight hours on it and we are very confident that it can do its job. “kmax offers remote delivery to the battlefield, reducing the need for ground convoys and the troops that support them. Rob Bain: “We do unmanned missions to support the war fighter.  34:46 Mission success is to carry as much weight as we can.”  “It takes trucks off the road and potentially it will save lives.”
THAT’S IT FOR THIS EDITION OF AIRWAVES. 
SEE YOU ON THE FLIGHTLINE.
