Chief Petty Officer Christopher Boothe: Basically we’re testing two programs, JSF F-35 and the EMALS electromagnetic catapult.
Petty Officer Junior Cavan: We’re here to have a UK presence to witness it, see if I can bring any insight, not that I have any but maybe go away with a lot more knowledge about how it cats, traps, works on big decks.
Chief Petty Officer Christopher Boothe:  New experience for me, usually I’m out to sea testing equipment aboard the ships, doing it here at Test Department, new world, different platform, different situation.
Andrew Maack: It is kind of symbolic isn’t it? It’s new and newer is the way to describe it. It’s exciting and it’s very evident by the EMALS team here at Lakehurst that they’re excited to have the F-35 up here on the catapult.

Chief Petty Officer Christopher Boothe: Basically we expect to get the F-35 off the deck and we’ve tested the EMALS with previous aircraft that we already use out in the fleet so now we’re testing the F-35 on EMALS making sure it doesn’t have any problems and it gets off the ground.

Andrew Maack: The idea really is to define the compatibility of our hook-up here with the system or electromagnetic compatibility with the system, with the airplane and then to verify what the load spectrum looks like during the launch as compared to the steam catapult impulse.

Chief Petty Officer Christopher Boothe: Well the good thing is this is the home for naval aviation when it comes to ALRE equipment, we have all the catapults, the arresting gear, everything that the fleet has we have it here at Lakehurst so this is the ideal platform for it to test on.

Petty Officer Junior Cavan: To get UK faces and uniforms in at this stage is nearly unprecedented and for us the benefits will be huge.

Chief Petty Officer Christopher Boothe: Being in 22 years I’m used to steam catapults, I’m used to arresting gear, hydraulic systems, pneumatic systems, so this is definitely a big change. We’re not going to have the typical picture of launching on a flight deck seeing the steam rise from the catapult, that’s going to be something to get used to.

(sound – catapult launch)

Petty Officer Junior Cavan: It’s a whole new experience for me working so closely with industry and with the other nations and it’s been great, it’s been absolutely fantastic.

