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Bill Reason: Crafts moving at very high speed and very close to each other, Patuxent River area offers a wide range of operating environments.  From very shallow water, brown water, estuaries where we would see the watercraft operating very close to shore all the way out into the middle of the Chesapeake Bay where we go into more than a 100 feet of depth in and very high sea states  from time to time.   So this particular area offers that many different kinds of operating environments for these vessels.    

The 11-meter Naval Special Warfare Rigid Inflatable Boat, which is the grey boat that operates with two very large diesel engines and jet water drives.  That particular boat is used by Special Operations Team for insertion and extraction into hostel areas.    
The other type of craft, the large green craft, where there were two, is the Riverine Assault Craft which is now being retired and replaced by Riverine Assault Boat, the RAB, but we use the Riverine Assault Craft here as a test platform because it’s still used in some areas of the world, and we’re going to transition those boats because they’re still in very good condition perhaps to other countries who are allies to us.    

I think what’s important about the Advanced Maritime Technology Center, or the AMTC, is that we’re capable of taking aviation technologies that has slipped through the cracks for other Navy entities and apply those technologies to combatant craft.  Obviously we don’t want to put aircraft cockpits into boats, that would be far too much of a step, but we can take two types of technologies – communications for instance and/or the transfer of video or still photography from our UAVs down to a boat that might be an extremist and be able to give them some situational awareness and allow that boat master or a section group to be able to better  make combatant decisions and keep their boats out of harm’s way until it’s time to in fact take them into harm’s way.

We are going to be able to accomplish in the future what we’ve only begun to do today, and we’ll be able to broaden our capabilities with the interaction and collaboration we have between surface entities- the Army, the Navy, the Marine Corps all working together to achieve a single mission.
