NAVAIR Fiber Optics

Shane Campana: By definition Common Support Equipment, through PMA-260’s charter is multiple systems, multiple aircraft and the inspection set and the test set do precisely that. 
Bill Peck: The fiber optic test equipment that we have here it is a commercial off the shelf item (cut) they did environmental hardening and testing to make it compatible to work in the military operational environment. It fills a requirement and a need that the fleet has in supporting fiber optic cable repair. 
Art Michon: The Sailors are used to a dirty environment, and the fiber can look clean and still be dirty so the most important thing is to get an inspection of that end face and that is what the equipment does; it is a very small end face so we have to magnify to be able to readily identify any problems with contamination or blockage of the signal. 
Shane Campana: The fleet needs the product most importantly to decrease the amount of downed aircraft time especially on the E2-D aircraft the fiber lines run from the nose of the aircraft all the way back to the tail so if you don’t have an efficient means to inspect, test or eventually repair the aircraft, you are going to down aircraft for an extended amount of time. 
Art Michon: We also have to take into account that the fiber is hooked up to very expensive equipment. The equipment that gets turned in for begin faulty is very expensive and takes a lot of money to turn around and we don’t want to have false turn-ins, so we also have a test set that checks the cable so that besides being clean, there are no breaks or damage to the cable. 
Bill Peck: When you have a common piece of support equipment when you go to that squadron; you are familiar with that piece of gear so you don’t have a training time in learning a new piece of gear. The commonality in the long run it saves dollars. 
Shane Campana: Commonality reduces the logistics footprint for the fleet. It goes without saying that if you have dozens and dozens of inspection sets that are peculiar to individual platforms through your navy supply office; you are going to have to keep the spares supporting dozens and dozens of end items. Where by reducing the logistics footprint, it reduces the overall budget and burden to the fleet. 
Bill Peck: They are really enthusiastic about this because they need this.  Anytime you give Sailors a tool that they need that will help them do their job, they like it.  Especially when it is something that is not complicated. 
