NAVAIR AIReel: Change of Command Ceremony

VADM David J. Venlet relieved by VADM David Architzel

“Commander, Naval Air Systems Command arriving.”
VADM Venlet: Serving with all of you is a tremendous honor. I started this job holding up the image to you of the sailor and the marine. They were the focal point because I wanted you to see who your work connects to, how it transforms into real external results for the fleet. While walking with you these few years inside hangar bays of test squadrons and fleet readiness centers, through warfare center laboratories and along test ranges, it was really all of you holding the sailor and marine up to me, to each other and to our industry partners.
“Naval operations, arriving.”

CNO Roughhead: The change that NAVAIR has instituted is remarkable in its own right, but it is all the more challenging and important when you remember that we have sailors in the fight today who need these technologies now. Dave, thank you for keeping our warfighters in the forefront in everything that you have done and in leading the change that is so important, and I can’t think of anyone better suited to step into the next set of responsibilities that you will take on. 

“Navy, research, development and acquisition, arriving.”

Sean Stackley: There is no great ship and crew which does not follow the command of a great leader, and today we honor two such men. In his time at the helm of NAVAIR, Dave Venlet has raised the bar in performance of this command. In doing so, he’s taken care of his people, he’s kept his eye on cost, but most importantly, he has committed unwavering support to those sailors and marines around the world whose mission, whose lives depend upon NAVAIR keeping its firm grip on technical excellence. 

You’ve been called to field the next generation of capabilities that will ensure our air dominance, will maintain our freedom wherever the waters may reach and then to 1,000 miles in-land. 
“Vice Admiral United States Navy, arriving.”

VADM Architzel: Today is about a change of command and it’s not about a change in mission. 

This is a great work force, I’m thrilled to be here and I hope that everyone realizes that I want to come around and see everyone as soon as I can. Come back and realize just how important this job really is. That we deliver the capability the warfighters need and we keep in mind the fact that we’re going to work to make it affordable and also be able to work to deliver products on time to meet the needs of the sailors and marines that are out there today.
“Let’s start up the go aircraft, let’s start them up, thank you all very much.”
