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Rear Adm. Bill Shannon: 

The Unmanned Combat Air System program is aimed at demonstrating the challenges and capabilities that the integration of an unmanned combat air system into a carrier air-wing and on to a carrier brings for the U.S. Navy. 
The purpose of the program is to develop not just an air vehicle but a system to include the networks to include all the processes, procedures and all the interfaces required to put an unmanned combat air vehicle on a carrier, launch it from a carrier, operate in and around the carrier and especially on the flight deck of the carrier.

The outcome we are looking for out of this program is first, the ability to demonstrate the performance of a tailless air vehicle in and around the carrier environment. This will be the first time, so we want to understand the aerodynamics, we want to understand the controllability in the approach, we want to look at its handling characteristics in and around the pattern aboard the carrier. 
What we are also looking to develop is the tactics, techniques and procedures employed with an unmanned system both on the deck of a carrier for things like maintenance, weapons load, fueling, simple movement of the aircraft around the deck. How does all that occur when there is nobody in a cockpit, when there is no cockpit in an aircraft on the flight deck? 
What the UCAS program does for the Navy in the future is it provides both the documented procedures for how to work with an unmanned system in an integrated carrier environment where you are now integrated with a manned air wing.

It provides the network, the high-speed network that allows you to move data around the carrier and to and from the air vehicle and all the controllers in a rapid fashion. It also provides the precision navigation, the precision GPS that allows the air vehicle to operate precisely on and around the carrier, in the carrier environment in the air. It allows us to understand exactly what kind of performance we can expect from this type of air vehicle.     
