NAVAIR Flight Ready: U.S. Naval Test Pilot School: Live Virtual Constructive
LTC Gregory Fortier- Commanding Officer- US Naval Test Pilot School So, our challenge here at the Test Pilot School is we have a classical approach, we have a flight test theory that is applied in some sort of operational context. At the same time we have to evolve, right, the Test Pilot School does not look like on March of 1945 and it certainly won’t look as it does today hopefully in 2045.

John O’Connor-Chief of Academics, US Naval Test Pilot School So we decided to incorporate a Live Virtual Constructive event in the final project because we know this is the way that testing outside of the school is going. And we would in a controlled environment like to be able to pose that either as a demo to all of the students but we wanted to see what the possibility was being able to do it on the final project. 

Cam Donohue – Airborne systems instructor, US Naval Test Pilot School  What we did at TPS for the Live Virtual constructive was we pulled together real operators put them in real assets and then we put them in the same environments and the same test construct with virtual assets. So LVC is pulling all of those components together in an integrated environment where you’ve got live, synthetic, and constructed elements working together. 

Lt. Jason Elfe-Student, US Naval Test Pilot School  We had multiple different aircraft it was all part of our final project. The interoperability and the live virtual constructive piece was just trying to see how those different aircraft interacted. So, for myself I was on the apache aircraft and we then we were also working with the Navy Seahawk, the 60 Romeo and the UAV that’s down at Webster field. 
Johnathan Wells – Student, US Naval Test Pilot School It was definitely very interesting. I have never done something like that before.  I have heard of simulators being linked. But I have never done an actual live aircraft linked to a simulator. The different venues linked together was different, it was interesting. 
John O’Connor You know we say we train like we fight we ought to test like we fight. If we are going to test like we fight, instead of testing singularly a system and then trying to say I’m trying to make a valid projection of how this would affect outcome its beneficial for them to know that at their disposal in the future they will have the ability to create enough of an integrated battle space and play with other units.

Lt. Jason Elfe I would say it’s kind of that foreshadowing of what I’m going to be doing when I actually get to my test squadron. Flying the aircraft and learning the aircraft is really good but I know there is a lot of systems testing and we are moving towards this joint environment. I think those pieces are interesting and important to look at this gave me that opportunity to see how an army aircraft interacts inside of that navy environment.

Cam Donohue The experience that you get out of test pilot school will change your world. It will change the way that you look at the world. The critical thought process that you go through now to evaluate a system and understand its performance and to understand where the deficiencies and where the gaps are and how to fix these systems gets expanded. 
LTC Gregory Fortier  I’m incredibly proud obviously of the performance of the students equally proud of the performance of the staff. The staff has really embraced this forward thinking approach and this new strategy.  The most exciting to me was you had 9 different flight test organizations come together here at Pax River, 3 different flight test squadrons from 2 different services and integrated program offices as well to really produce a high quality event for us and an overall evaluation perspective.

