ON THIS EDITION OF AIRWAVES…the secretary of defense brings big news to n-a-s patuxent river. PLUS, manned and unmanned platforms work together to keep troops out of harms way.
AND, a navy reservist shares lessons learned from fire scout deployment to afghanistan. WELCOME TO THIS EDITION OF AIRWAVES, i’M MIKEL PROULX. hello i’m col. harry hewson. thanks for joining us.
DEFENSE SECRETARY, LEON PANETTA MADE AN IMPORTANT ANNOUNCMENT DURING HIS RECENT VISIT TO NAS PATUXENT RIVER.

THE STOVAL VARIENT OF F-35 JOINT STRIKE FIGHTER IS OFFICIALLY OFF PROBATION. THE DEFENSE SECRETARY praised THE PROGRAM’S HARD WORK AND COMMITMENT TO THE CARRIER AND STOVAL VARIENTS OF THE F-35.  HE ENPHASIZED THE NEED FOR J-S-F TECHNOLOGY IN THE FUTURE. Panetta: 19:10 American troops have long gone to battle secure in the knowledge that we command the skies.  This fifth generation fighter is absolutely vital to maintaining our air superiority. PANETTA ALSO ADDRESSED FUTURE BUDGETARY CHALLENGES AND THE CURRENT WAR IN AFGHANISTAN.  
THE NAVAL AIR SYSTEMS COMMAND OFFICIALLY WELCOMED X-47B TO NAVAL AIR STATION PATUXENT RIVER. 

the demonstration aircraft arrived in patuxent river following a year long test cycle at edwards airforce base. PROGRAM LEAD CAPTAIN JAIME ENGDAHL CONGRATULATED THE TEAM’S HARD WORK AND CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE FUTURE OF UNMANNED AVIATION. 
Capt. Engdahl: For the Navy UCAS Team I’m glad to see most of you here today to celebrate. You should be justifiably proud of your accomplishments today and you should savor these historical moments—every one of them. We’re doing that today. Enjoy.


THE X-47B IS THE FIRST FIXED-WING UNMANNED SYSTEM DESIGNED TO OPERATE FROM A NAVY AIRCRAFT CARRIER. THE patuxent river TEAM IS SET TO COMPLETE 19 MILESTONE DEMONSTRATIONS IN 20-12, INCLUDING A CATAPAULT LAUNCH AND A SHORE-BASED ARRESTED LANDING.  a second x-47b is scheduled to arrive in patuxent river next year.
A Navy Reservist returns to Patuxent River following Fire Scout’s first land-based deployment to Afghanistan.

For Commander Brian Stephens the teamwork back home drove the mission abroad.
Brian Stephens: We were a detachment of three fire scout aircraft. We were in northern Afghanistan and our mission was to provide support to the army units that were there as well as our coalition partners. What fire scout does is it kind of extends what the warfighter can see and so it lets the warfighter that’s in country detect threats and things like that before the warfighter is actually in harm’s way. My job as the officer in charge was to oversee the maintenance and operation. Probably the biggest challenge was trying to get material back and forth. The fleet support team, they were our 9-1-1 to call and say we need help.  It was their answers and their response that made a difference in us getting aircraft back up. The one thing that I am looking forward to sharing with them is the differences they can make in helping us meet our missions. With the team we had out there we showed that fire scout is a really capable system.  There’s a lot of value that it is adding to the units in Afghanistan right now.
FIND A MENTOR, BE A MENTOR…THAT’S THE MESSAGE FROM NAVAIR LEADERSHIP. AS PART OF NATIONAL MENTORSHIP AWARENESS MONTH, NAVAIR HOSTED A PANAL TO DISCUSS THE BENEFITS OF A MENTOR-PROTÉGÉ RELATIONSHIP. THE GOAL IS TO ENCOURAGE NEW AND EXPERIENCED EMPLOYEES TO SEEK OPPORTUNITIES TO LEARN FROM OTHERS. 

Rear. Adm. Mahr:
I think mentoring is one way we can pass down the culture.  It allows people who have been through the hard road of learning how to do their job and maturing in it to pass that down to the people coming behind us.

Paige Lewter:
I learned that even though I have been here a short amount of time, I can also be a mentor to someone else.  If someone else comes into the same developmental program that I am in, I can help them and guide them through things I may have had trouble with.  So I can also serve as a mentor and be a protégé to someone else.


FOR MORE INFORMATION ON NAVAIR’S MENTORING PROGRAM, VISIT THE COMMUNITY OF INTEREST AT MYNAVAIR-DOT-NAVAIR-DOT-NAVY-DOT-MIL
THE P-8 ALPHA SUCCESSFULLY PARTICIPATED IN ITS FIRST EXERCISE WITH SURFACE AND SUBSURFACE FLEET FORCES. 

THE POSEIDON CONDUCTED FLYOVERS ABOVE THE ENTERPRISE CARRIER STRIKE GROUP. THE EXERCISE DEMONSTRATES A STRIKE GROUPS ABILITY TO PERFORM COMBAT OPERATIONS WITH LIMITED ACCESS TO LAND. THIS WAS THE LARGEST NAVAL AMPHIBIOUS EXERCISE IN TEN YEARS. THE P-8 IS SCHEDULED TO TAKE PART IN A SIMILAR OPERATIONAL TEST THIS SUMMER. 

A RECENT SIMULATION at nas patuxent river showS the unique capabilities unmanned aviation brings to the fleet.


DURING THE EXERCISE, THE MQ-88 FIRE SCOUT INVESTIGATED A TARGET AND RELAYED SURVEILLANCE INFORMATION BACK TO THE CREW OF A MH-60 SIERRA HELICOPTER.  THE DEMONSTRATION SHOWS HOW AN UNMANNED PLATFORM EXTENDS THE LINE OF SIGHT FOR A MANNED AIRCRAFT, ESENTIALLY KEEPING TROOPS OUT OF HARMS WAY.

Stoney MacAdams: Before the Sierra arrives on station it can take that data set and then make the necessary adjustments prior to engagement, be it for piracy intervention or for actual combat support operations.  The crews onboard the Sierra will have the data set available to them before they arrive on scene.


THE INFORMATION WOULD ALSO PROVIDE GREATER SITUATIONAL AWARENESS TO A BATTLE GROUP.  THE SURFACE AVIATION INTEROPERABILITY LAB ACTED AS A SHIP BOARD VESSEL DURING THE DEMONSTION HELPING TO FACILITATE COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE TWO PLATFORMS.
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE DEMONSTRATION, VISIT THE NAVAIR NEWS PAGE AT WWW-DOT-NAVAIR-DOT-NAVY-DOT-MIL.
VICE ADMIRAL DAVID ARCHITZEL VISITED THE WEST COAST FOR A TOUR OF POINT MUGU AND CHINA LAKE. THE ADMIRAL SERVED AS GUEST SPEAKER AT THE COLLABORATIVE ELECTRONIC WARFARE SYMPOSIUM.  HE SPOKE ABOUT ELECTRONIC WARFARE’S IMPACT ON FUTURE FLEET OPERATIONS.  VADM Architzel: It’s a tremendously important and vital aspect of our capabilities as we go forward and it makes a great business case as well shored up by one success after another in peace and war. Last year point Mugu marked its 60th year of advancing technology in electronic warfare.
THE NAVY AND MARINE CORPS TAKE STEPS TO PREPARE FOR DELIVERY OF THE LATEST SMALL TACTICAL UNMANNED AIR SYSTEM.

THE RQ-21 ALPHA PROVIDEs REAL-TIME reconnosance, surveillance and target acquisition to operating forces.  STUAS IS USING A COMMERCIAL INTEGRATOR SYSTEM TO CONDUCT EARLY OPERATIONAL CAPABILITY TEST. THE INTEGRATOR ALLOWS OPERATORS TO TRAIN AND TEST THE SYSTEM PRIOR TO THE ARRIVAL OF THE ACTUAL AIRCRAFT.  Lt. Col. John Allee: We’ve got a product that we can fly now, put in the hands of the Marines and the Sailors. Give them an opportunity to see how it operates, see how it integrates with their tactics, techniques and procedures and start to realize some of the potential benefits and shortcomings so that we do finally field it we are that much more prepared. THE first of two INTEGRATORs COMPLETED ITS MAIDEN FLIGHT AT TWENTY-NINE PALMS, CALIFORNIA.  the stuas team at patuxent river is testing the second integrator system at webster field.
that’s it for this edition of airwaves. see you on the flightline.
