AIReel: P-8A arrives at Patuxent River
CDR Jim Reining: It was great to actually get a chance to fly the aircraft after two and a half years that I’ve been working on the program as the government flight test director, to actually feel hardware take off and land at Pax River. It’s always special when we bring an airplane here for the first time.

CAPT Leon Bacon: The first P-8 aircraft, T1, entered production in December 2008. There’s an extensive build process, installation and checkout and then the aircraft was handed over to the integrated test team this past August. Since then it’s gone through ground test, relocated to back to Pax River, Md., where it’s entering flight test.

CDR Reining: We’ve obviously made tweaks to the P-8, changed wing structure and tail structure. Although the outer mold line has changed the typical flight characteristics are similar to a 737. 

CAPT Bacon: But it’s no commercial airliner. It’s a militarized version of that airframe. It has larger wings, it has wings from the 737 900, they’re more robust and better suited to the missions that the P-8 is intended to fly. Two very reliable triple fan engines with literally millions and millions of flight hours on them, extremely reliable. It’s populated with a very robust and state-of-the-art missions system suite. So these are really exciting times for the maritime patrol reconnaissance community and for NAVAIR in general. 

CDR Reining: It’s what every test pilot wants to do is work on a new airplane and get a chance to fly a new airplane, so it was wonderful. 

