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IN THIS EDITION OF AIRWAVES, ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL STEP IN THE NAVY’S PUSH TO GO GREEN.

PLUS… STUDENTS GET A CRASH-TEST COURSE IN ENGINEERING.

AND….REMEMBERING THE BATTLE OF MIDWAY. A SALUTE TO THE HEROES OF THIS IMPORTANT WORLD WAR II VICTORY.

WE’RE NAVIGATING THE NEWS OF NAVAIR.

WELCOME TO THIS EDITION OF AIRWAVES. I’M MIKEL PROULX. 
AND I’M SENIOR CHIEF RICHARD HANINGER, THANK YOU FOR JOINING US.

NOW TO THE LATEST STEP IN THE NAVY’S PUSH FOR THE GREAT GREEN FLEET.

AN MH-60-SEAHAWK IS THE FIRST TO FLY ON A 50/50 BLEND OF ALGAE BASED AND PETROLEUM BASED BIOFUEL. 
THIS IS THE FIRST SUCCESSFUL BIOFUEL FLIGHT USING THE ALGAE BASED BLEND. 
IT FLEW LAST YEAR USING A CAMELINA SEED-BASED BLEND. 

BIOFUEL TESTING WILL CONTINUE WITH ADDITIONAL AIRCRAFT THIS YEAR. 

THE NAVY HOPES TO APPROVE THE 50/50 BIOFUEL AND PETROLEUM BLEND FOR USE IN SHIPS AND AIRCRAFT BY 2012. 

NAS PATUXENT RIVER PLAYED HOST TO ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL MEET THE FLEET EVENT– THIS TIME WITH THE CREW OF THE U-S-S LINCOLN STRIKE GROUP. 
THE SHIPS RETURNED HOME IN MARCH FOLLOWING A SIX MONTH DEPLOYMENT IN THE WESTERN PACIFIC. 

LEADERSHIP FROM THE LINCOLN STRIKE GROUP SHARED SOME OF THE CHALLENGES AND SUCCESSES OF THE RECENT MISSION.

THE OPEN FORUM HELPS NAVAIR EMPLOYEES UNDERSTAND THEIR VITAL ROLE AND HOW TO BETTER ASSIST THE FLEET IN THE FUTURE.
Capt. Alexander: You know I think it’s important, at least in the unclassified version, for the people that work here to get an idea of what we do, just in general terms. You can read about it in the papers, you can see it on CNN or FOX NEWS but to follow one group around and what they’re doing and how they get there – a general flight day – that sort of thing, provides better insight and with that insight you can be a little, you know the support can be better.

THE USS LINCOLN STRIKE GROUP IS BASED IN EVERETT, WASHINGTON. 

TO SEE THE FULL MEET THE FLEET VIDEO, CONTACT NAVAIR PUBLIC AFFAIRS AT 301-757-1487.

INSPIRING THE SCIENTIST AND ENGINEERS OF TOMORROW.

THAT’S THE MISSION OF STEM – AN EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH PROGRAM PULLING KIDS OUT OF THE CLASSROOM FOR SOME ON THE JOB TRAINING. 

RECENTLY, STUDENTS PAIRED UP WITH ENGINEERS AT PAX RIVER TO COMPLETE THE BULLET-PROOF SURVIVABILITY CONTEST. 
THE GOAL IS TO ENCOURAGE STUDENT INTEREST IN TECHNOLOGY RELATED CAREERS. 

Diana Cruz/Student: This project was actually pretty, it was kinda hard because we had to think of a really good design. It was really fun building it, and it was really fun seeing it be tested.
Jared Kimmey/Student: With the hands on activities it’s a lot better because you get to learn faster and it’s just more interesting.

Jim Young/Program Manager: They’re taking away from us the systems engineering process at a very basic level which some of the kids have come back and told us – I can use that process in almost everything else I do.

THE CRASH SURVIVABILITY TEST IS JUST ONE OF THE MANY PROGRAMS STUDENTS ENJOY THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. 

TO SEE MORE ABOUT THE STEM PROGRAM AND OTHER TOP STORIES, VISIT THE NAVAIR NEWS PAGE AT WWW-DOT-NAVAIR-DOT-NAVY-DOT-MIL-BACKSLASH-NEWS.

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS AREN’T THE ONLY ONES HAVING FUN WITH SCIENCE THIS SUMMER. 
DOZENS OF YOUNG ENGINEERS TOOK PART IN THE FIRST ROBOTIC COMPETITION AT NAS PATUXENT RIVER. 
THE CHALLENGE ISN’T SO MUCH ABOUT WINNING THE GAME, BUT LEARNING A FEW LESSONS ALONG THE WAY.

Christine Farrell: It takes a long time and a lot of troubleshooting to build a successful robot. 05:47 We all had about a month, five weeks to build, design, program these robots from specified kits with a specified list of extra parts and perform the tasks set up on the field.
Ouns Mouri: This year’s challenge is to have the robot cross certain obstacles, collect some batons and score them in a certain goal. That is not a very easy task to accomplish.
Charles Rea: The challenge also has a 60-second autonomous period where the robot has to do everything on its own and then a two-minute remote control period where two drivers will actually be able to control the robot and try to accomplish the task that way.
Tom Rudowsky: In everything we do here at NAVAIR, we’ve got to understand what the set of requirements are and how to innovate to meet those requirements. You can’t do that without teams, you can’t do that without having a good dialogue with folks, conflicting ideas and figuring out what the best approach is.
Christine Farrell: 06:50 We spent a lot of hours together, building, testing, getting used to driving together, interacting together. We tried very hard to make it the most competitive robot we could with the time allotted and the resources given.

Erik Wood: Generally, you assume bigger robot, more complicated, bigger challenge but that’s not necessarily true. These little FTC robots can be immensely complicated and difficult to build.
Ouns Mouri: 13:40 With robots, they never do the same thing twice in the same way. When we are in control we can control the different aspects and recover if there is anything that is not right. When the robot is on its own, it is really a hit or miss.
“3, 2, 1, go.”

Charles Rea: The way it started, no one scored in the first matches at all batons, they just scored by balancing on the bridge at the end which is easy task if you can get on the bridge to begin with. By the end of the day, teams had adapted to the environment and not just get on the bridge, but also getting batons wherever they could.
Kurt Heyde: Careerwise, this is just a really good networking opportunity; team building especially with as many ESTP’s as we have on base. It just helps you get in touch with a lot of different competencies.
Erik Wood: The hardest thing had to be getting everyone to work together and getting enough time to build the robot. We had ideas, we had contests; we just didn’t have enough time. Working full time and doing this after work and getting everyone’s schedules to work out was not easy.
Tom Rudowsky: Points are key, competition is good, but more importantly, it’s about getting folks to begin teaming, understanding what teams are, set a focus, a series of goals on what they are trying to achieve and fundamentally begin the networking for a lot of them to understand who they work with and how they work together to meet that common goal.
A TEAM FROM LAKEHURST PARTNERED WITH A TEAM FROM PATUXENT RIVER TO WIN THE COMPETITION. YOU CAN READ MORE ABOUT THE ROBOTICS COMPETITION BY VISITING THE NAVAIR NEWS PAGE.
THIS YEAR MARKS THE 69-TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BATTLE OF MIDWAY.

CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS, ADMIRAL GARY ROUGHEAD, TOOK PART IN A WREATH LAYING CEREMONY AT THE NAVY MEMORIAL IN WASHIGNTON DC. 

SEVEN SURVIVING VETERANS WERE RECOGNIZED FOR THEIR COURAGE AND SACRIFICE DURING THIS HISTORIC BATTLE.

Hank Kudzik/Midway Veteran: I think it is nice that they remember what went on at Midway. It really was the turning point of the war. The enemy forces had their way at Pearl Harbor and in the Philippians. If we had lost this engagement we would have been in a bad way.
Major Al Grazzelli, USMC Ret./Midway Veteran: I was a navigator at Midway. The marines, as you know, got hit early that morning by the Japanese and a number of them were killed and a number of them were injured. We flew ammunition out to them on the same day and then we brought wounded back.
ADMIRAL ROUGHEAD PROCLAIMED JUNE THIRD AS BATTLE OF MIDWAY COMMEMORATION DAY. 
THE AMERICAN VICTORY CHANGED THE COURSE OF THE PACIFIC CAMPAIGN DURING WORLD WAR II.

THAT’S IT FOR THIS EDITION OF AIRWAVES. 

SEE YOU ON THE FLIGHTLINE.
