The Flight Crew:
Glen Henderson
Prototyping, Test & Manufacturing
Without this equipment, the carrier becomes a large cruise ship without very good first-class accommodations.

My name is Glen Henderson; I’m a machinist journeyman here at Lakehurst, New Jersey. We manufacture launch and recovery parts for aircraft carriers in the fleet.

I started in 1984. We were trained next door in hangar one and after it was determined that we were capable of doing the work, we were tasked to different journeymen who had been in the fleet for years upon years. So we learned from the old school first and then developed into the new technology.

This morning we’re running the GNL turning center; it’s a 15U. It’s capable of turning precision parts for launch valve support as well as prototype manufacturing.

We take a valve body that’s got its maximum shot life on it, disassemble it, repair it, QA it, reassemble it and then hot test it and send it back to the fleet. So basically we’re new lamps from old, but in doing so, we’re saving the Navy a lot of money by not having to go out and create these components from scratch.

We pride ourselves here in being able to transfer from machine to machine as necessity dictates. It’s not uncommon for us to be tasked with jobs that may keep us here to the wee hours of the morning.

We’re very proud in the fact that without us, you don’t have a functional carrier Navy and a carrier Navy supports United States interests around the world.

When we do have pilots that come through, they realize that without our equipment, they’re going to sit out there on the deck. Their job is to go fly, and we make that possible. 

