ON THIS EDITION OF AIRWAVES… THE T-45 TRAINER TAKES FLIGHT USING A BIOFUEL BLEND.PLUS, CARGO TEAMS VISIT USS EISENHOWER TO TAKE THE LOAD OFF THE FLEET.AND, THE FORMER FLIGHT DIRECTOR OF APOLLO 13 SHARES AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE ABOUT TEAMWORK.
WE’RE NAVIGATING THE NEWS OF NAVAIR.

WELCOME TO THIS EDITION OF AIRWAVES.  I’M MIKEL PROULX.  

AND I’M ……THANK YOU FOR JOINING US.

IT’S BEEN A BUSY SUMMER FOR BIOFUEL TESTING AT NAVAL AIR STATION PATUXENT RIVER. THE T-45 TRAINER IS THE FIFTH AIRCRAFT TO SUCCESSFULLY FLY USING A BIOFUEL BLEND. THE BIOFUEL IS A 50/50 MIXTURE OF JP-5 JET FUEL AND CAMELINA SEED.  THIS TYPE OF DROP-IN REPLACEMENT FUEL WILL HELP TO DECREASE MILITARY DEPENDENCE ON FOREIGN OIL. PREVIOUS AIRCRAFT TESTED INCLUDE THE F/A-18, MH-60, AND THE MV-22.  MOST RECENTLY, THE BLUE ANGELS PERFORMED USING THE BIOFUEL BLEND DURING THE AIRSHOW AT PATUXENT RIVER. THREE ADDITIONAL NAVY AIRCRAFT ARE SCHEDULED FOR BIOFUEL TEST FLIGHTS BEFORE THE END OF THE YEAR.  IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO LEARN MORE THE BLUE ANGEL’ BIOFUEL FLIGHT AT PATUXENT RIVER, VISIT THE NAVAIR WEBSITE AT WWW-DOT-NAVAIR-DOT-NAVY-DOT-MIL.

IT WAS A DAY OUT OF THE OFFICE FOR THE CARGO TEAM FROM PATUXENT RIVER. A VISIT TO USS EISENHOWER HELPED THEM TO SEE FIRST HAND HOW TO BETTER SERVE THE FLEET.  

David Meyers:: The C2 performs the carrier onboard delivery mission.  It brings all the supplies for the fleet when they are at sea to and from the carrier group. Franklin AW: Our primary purpose here as a C2 crewman is to provide logistic support to the aircraft carrier and their strike group.  What that means is bringing out people to the carrier to either transport them to the other small boys or we bring out cargo. The cargo handling system on the C2 is very limited. Most of the cargo is hauled in with just the strength of the crew. we are down here to get lessons learned from the community, from the maintenance officers and from the fleet to see if we can pick up any maintenance or design improvements for the C-2 aircraft..Desere Smith: I am looking at the seats; there are some complaints about the seats and try to do some improvements. Make them easier for the crew to load, make them more passenger friendly, make them easier, more efficient for the crewmen to change around and get them in the aircraft as quickly as possible. David Meyers: One of the things about the C2 Greyhound is that is has unique restraint requirements because the aircraft has to be able to trap when it lands on the aircraft carrier and the catapult when it takes off. Franklin AW:  It puts the stress on the cargo.  It puts the stress on the seats and it puts the stress on the feet and on the seat tracks.  You’ll be able to see that today, you’ll be able to experience it first hand, but you won’t understand the depths of it here at home bar not until you get to bigger underways where you will see the boat out for 3 to 4 weeks when they start needing refrigerators where they start needing AC units, when they start needing all the major parts that don’t come from a one week stint. Luke Kohler: Coming down here and talking to the maintainers and the fleet guys is essential to our mission, so we read the reports at NAVAIR, but the more time we get to spend with them and interface and interact and get the day to day communication and operations of what they are doing has a great influence and improvement on our ability up at NAVAIR.  

INSPIRING WORDS FROM NASA HERO GENE KRANTZ. THE FORMER NASA FLIGHT DIRECTOR CAME TO PATUXENT RIVER TO SHARE HIS EXPERIENCES IN MISSON CONTROL. KRANTZ LED THE GROUND CREW DURING THE APOLLO 13 MISSION. HIS TEAM WAS ON DUTY WHEN PART OF SPACECRAFT’S SERVICE MODULE EXPLODED PUTTING THE CREW’S LIVES AT RISK. KRANTZ SAYS COOPERATION AND QUICK THINKING HELPED TO BRING THE ASTRONAUTS SAFELY HOME.  “This is the story of Apollo 13, story of mission control, but it’s the story of a team of young people just like yourselves. People united through teamwork and values and good leadership. A lot of times it’s your ask what is the real key.  It was really the relationship, the trust that existed between the ground team and the crew in the space craft because without that we would have never made it.”KRANTZ WAS AWARDED THE PRESIDENTIAL MEDAL OF FREEDOM FOR HIS ROLE IN THE APOLLO 13 MISSION.  HE RETIRED FROM NASA IN 19-94.


IT WAS A SUMMER FULL OF LEARNING FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS IN CHINA LAKE. THE CHINA LAKE MUSEUM FOUNDATION TEAMED UP WITH NAWC-WD TO HOST A SUMMER SCIENCE CAMP.  ENGINEERS VOLUNTEERED THEIR TIME TO TEACH THE STUDENTS ABOUT ROCKETRY AND AVIATION. THE STUDENTS LEARNED ABOUT AIRCRAFT FLIGHT THROUGH HANDS-ON EXPERIMENTS AND FIELD TRIPS TO NAVAL AIR STATION CHINA LAKE. Susan Raglin: "We want to show them that it is not a stretch from where they are in 5th or 6th grade to be able to become a scientist or engineer. Those scientist and engineers bring with them a wealth of experience that we apply to experiments on flight sciences, both aircraft flight sciences and rocketry flight sciences. Dr. Bob Smith: “I think it is important to excite young kids at this age about science, engineering and math because it is at this point in time that most of them don’t know what they want to do and if you can make the things that many of them think are too hard to boring fun, then you have a chance of basically inspiring them to go on to careers in science and engineering.” THIS IS THE SECOND YEAR FOR THE SUMMER SCIENCE PROGRAM. 

THAT'S IT FOR THIS EDITION OF AIRWAVES. SEE YOU ON THE FLIGHT-LINE. 
