NAVAIR Flight Ready:  P-25 Fire Vehicle
SUPERS:
Jay Berglund/Engineer, Solomons Island, Md.
Paul Scaeko/Lead Engineer for P-25 Fire Vehicle, Solomons Island, Md. 
Andre Butler/Supervisor for Refueling and Complex Overhaul and new ship construction, Solomons Island, Md. 
RAPID RESPONSE CAN MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE WHEN FIGHTING FIRES ON A FLIGHT DECK. THAT’S WHY, WHEN DISASTER STRIKES ONBOARD A SHIP, THE P-25 MOBILE FIRE FIGHTING VEHICLE MUST BE READY FOR ACTION. 
Berglund: They are a first response system, so if there is a fire on the deck of the truck, this piece of equipment is the first one to respond to it so they can start knocking down the fire or whatever to allow the rest of the fire crew on the ship to get their stuff out to battle the fire. 
THE P-25 IS A SCALED DOWN VERSION OF A FIRE TRUCK SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED FOR AN AIRCRAFT CARRIER ENVIRONMENT.  THE SMALL UNIT CAN EASILY MANEUVER AROUND THE FLIGHT DECK CARRYING 750 GALLONS OF WATER AND FOAM TO BATTLE A BLAZE.
Scaeko:  Typically during flight ops there is two, two on the flight deck at all time. One is typically forward on the deck and one is aft.
Butler: The P-25 for instance, it is a very critical piece of equipment. They can’t do flight ops on an aircraft carrier unless they have a working P-25. If a P-25 is down on an aircraft carrier, all flight ops stop, they can’t fly any aircraft at all.
THE P-25 HAS SERVED THE FLEET FOR NEARLY 20 YEARS.  The NAVY HOPES TO EXTEND THE UNITS SERVICE LIFE BY MODIFYING THE EXISTING ENGINE TO MEET CURRENT ENVIRONMENTAL STANDARDS.  IT’S A TASK BEING PERFORMED BY THE FLEET READINESS CENTER SUPPORT FACILITY TEAM AT NAS SOLOMONS ISLAND, MARYLAND.
Scaeko:  We are taking out the existing engine and upgrading to a new, more electronically control engine. We are doing it because the old engine is obsolete, we can’t maintain it any longer and it is hard to find components. It would just be easier to replace the engine and keep it in service longer.
IN ADDITION TO INSTALLING A NEW ENGINE, TECHNICIANS WILL REPLACE THE FIRE VEHICLE’S PUMPS, GAUGES AND DASHBOARD.
Berglund: When they come in, they come in like this, they take everything off of it, everything right down to the frame which is basically just the rails, everything mounts under the tank and they’ll send it out, the will grit blast it, they will refinish the inside of the tank, they paint the outside of the thing and now as they start reassembling it, instead of putting the old engine on, they put the new one from the kit on it, so.
Butler:  Basically the 100 percent kit is built up of items that we order 100 percent of the time when we bring a fire truck or any other piece of support equipment in to rework. These are the items, some of them are long lead time items, that we want to try to get in as soon as we can so that once the fire truck is painted, blasted, painted and starts to go back together, all of these parts are there together for the mechanic.  
THE PREDESIGNED KIT ENSURES THAT WORK CAN BEGIN ON EACH P-25 AS SOON AS IT ARRIVES AT THE FRC. HAVING THE PARTS AVAILABLE AHEAD OF TIME ALLOWS THE TEAM TO MODIFY AND RETURN EACH TRUCK TO THE FLEET IN 90 DAYS.
Scaeko: It saves the Navy time and money; we don’t have to procure a whole new fire truck and it is a lot less expensive to just revamp the one we’ve got.
SIXTY-FIVE TRUCKS WILL PASS THROUGH THE FRC FOR MODIFICATION OVER THE NEXT FOUR YEARS. IT’S A STRENUOUS TASK, BUT CONSIDERING THE CRITICAL ROLE OF THE P-25, AN IMPORTANT ONE.
Butler: It is just a thrill to be able to support the warfighter out there, to give them a good piece of equipment to work with, you know, knowing that they are relying on the ground support equipment that we put out, you know, to make their job a whole lot easier when they go to sea. 
