E-2 Hawkeye 50th Anniversary
Schmieser:  They don’t make too many movies about the E2,but it is an indispensable aircraft and weapons system for the fleet and it should not be a surprise for anybody that we are celebrating this 50th anniversary for the E2 and the E2 weapons system  because it has endured for carrier aviation, naval aviation, for all those years.  
Shepard:   The first and foremost thing in almost every mission that you have is to be able to ascertain your environment,  report the environment and the E2 does that.  The E2 does that far better than any other AEW platform in the world has or will do in the future. 
Schmieser:  it’s something that gets over the horizon and you  can’t dismiss the fact that shipboard systems can only look so far and you need to extend your reach and that reach is with the E2. 
Lemmon:  Airborne early warfare aircraft in general changed the nature of warfare right, so, these aircraft gave the task force commanders early warning and information that was on approaching aircraft or approaching ships that were on beyond the capability of the shipboard radar systems. 
Miller: It is the height of the sensor that enables the defense and the offense of the battle group.  As a stand-alone entity, it afforded that battlespace management, that early warning and the strike capability. I am so blessed that I got into the E-2 because it afforded me so much situational awareness on every type of capability that the carrier could bring forth so that every time I went flying I knew what was going on.
Shepard:  It is actually the only aircraft that was designed for a specific mission; it was built specifically for AEW.  So we always came back to the E2 platform itself, forget the systems that are inside it, the platform was designed around what you are going to do.
Debbink: It is a fun plane to fly, but it takes a lot to really learn and takes a lot more to get really good at.  Especially with the precision that is required to fly it behind the boat. It is challenging and the crew concept is something I really enjoy a lot, having five people in the plane, being able to work with multiple people every flight is nice to have.
Shepard: I believe the E2 is successful, one because the program is always looking forward, but equally important, the people that we get in to the program, the pilots, the NFOs, are quite a bit superior to anybody else that we have in Naval Aviation.  
Lemmon:  The E2D aircraft itself is a multi-mission aircraft, we provide capability for a number of different mission areas.
Schmizer:  It is very capable system, yet it is also adaptable and will be able to be upgraded and modified to address whether it is a hostile threat or whether it is a requirement that our own forces need, we have the ability to adjust and to incorporate enhancements.
Debbink: Well certainly with the E2D we’re up the playing field as far as what we are capable of. Just being able to give everybody else out there that extra level of situational awareness it is going to be valuable to the surface navy, to the subsurface navy to a certain extent and certainly to the airborne navy.
Miller:  It is indispensable.  As long as there are aircraft carriers deployed in harms way there’s going to need to be an airborne sensor of some type and right now it is the E2-D Hawkeye and the capabilities that it brings to the fight are unsurpassed, unsurpassed.  It is going to continue to grow, it has to; every capability has its limitations, but the threat is getting more stealthy out there, well, we have to keep up with that. 
