NAVAIR True Headings: 35 years of the Hornet, Vice Adm. David Dunaway
VADM David Dunaway: I have been blessed with working on almost every operational flight program for the F/A-18s since 1985. 
On the 35th anniversary to be the commander, it is kind of surreal to be sitting in this seat talking about my baby. 

My life has been flying F/A-18s every day since I was 24 years old. It is a fun airplane to fly because you don’t have to think about flying it. You can think about the mission. The airplane is easy to fly and then the mission system is very human factor friendly, so you can put almost all of your intellectual energy into the mission at hand. That is why I like the Hornet. And I think from a Naval perspective, us being the utility outfielders, it fits perfectly. When we show up with an aircraft carrier, you have to come as you are and since we had the limited flight deck space, we had to pick a jack-of-all-trades airplane.

 The fundamental design of the F/A-18 is very versatile. It does the swing mission very well. It also has an architecture that is very conducive to expansion and modification, so we have taken the lot-8s that we were first flying in 1984 and modified them all the way through to today with the advent of Super Hornet with more fuel, better bring back, ASA radar, more power, more cooling, more thrust and you just see this systematic, piece by piece modification of the airplane that has happened over the years to keep up with the pacing threat and that’s why it’s endured forever and I tell you it’s still got a life in front of it. 
There’s still a lot of capability left to be had in this airframe. This airplane has just done a tremendous job with what I consider to be the primary mission of naval aviation and that is supporting our troops on the group to get the ordinance on the target on time. Like everything we do in the Navy, when the system gives us a tool we take hold of it and we make it work. We were blessed to have a very flexible and capable, long-lasting tool and I think when you take the innovation of naval aviation and you supply it with a good flexible tool, you get this kind of outcome.
You might consider it a jack-of-all-trades, master of none, I would argue that most of the missions in the world are jack-of-all-trades missions. And that’s why the Hornet just rocks, it really does.
