ON THIS EDITION OF AIRWAVES… THE FIRESCOUT FLIES USING A BIOFUEL BLEND. 

PLUS, A HISTORICAL FIRST FOR THE F-35 B.

AND, NAVAIR PROFESSIONALS CELEBRATE DIVERSITY IN THE WORKPLACE.

THE NAVY AND MARINE CORPS MADE HISTORY THIS MONTH WITH THE FIRST LANDING OF THE F-35B ON A SHIP AT SEA. THE VERTICAL LANDING ABOARD USS WASP KICKED OFF A TWO WEEK PERIOD OF SEA TRIALS FOR THE MARINE CORPS F-35 STOVEL VERSION. THE TEST PERIOD WILL EVALUATE THE AIRCRAFT’S ABILITY TO PERFORM SHORT TAKE-OFFS AND VERTICAL LANDINGS IN AN ASSAULT SHIP ENVIRONMENT. IT WILL ALSO MEASURE THE F-35B’S IMPACT TO FLIGHT DECK OPERATIONS. MARINE CORPS TEST PILOT LIEUTENANT COLONEL FRED SCHENK (Shank) PILOTED THE F-35B FOR THE INITIAL LANDING. USS WASP WAS THE FIRST SHIP TO HOST THE V-22 OSPREY DURING SHIPBOARD TRIALS IN OCTOBER 2007. 

Engine sound

Jim Donnelly: Its a great day because we got to bring out the advanced Hawkeye,  this is the first advanced Hawkeye launch off of EMALS. Each aircraft before going to the ship we come here and well fill out launch bulletins for those aircraft it's much more cost effective to do that here in Lakehurst than it is to send aircraft out to the ship. Gabriel Hohner: "It felt seamless to me, very transparent between the steam cat and EMALS. I felt like i was hooking up to any old catapult, like another cat shot. Brian Tollefson: We've been working on getting out here to EMALS for about a year and a half at this point so its feels like we made it to a milestone where were actually getting to see some of our hard work we put into planning. Jim Donnelly: This is a developmental program still, so were continuing to find things that we can work on and improve we're doing that on a regular basis. Its changing the architecture and manning of the aircraft carrier. Its going to take a lot less manning, a lots less ship resources as far as steam and hydraulic fluid and mechanical parts, now its all electromagnetic. its just the evolution of technology as we move forward.     
THE LATEST MEET THE FLEET EVENT OFFERS PLENTY OF HELPFUL FEEDBACK FROM THE FRONT LINES.
THE ENTERPRISE STRIKE GROUP RETURNED IN JULY FROM A SIX MONTH DEPLOYMENT IN SUPPORT OF THE WAR IN AFGHANISTAN AND OPERATION NEW DAWN IN IRAQ. THE ENTERPRISE CONDUCTED COUNTER-PIRACY AND COUNTER-TERRORISM MISSIONS IN THE MEDITERRANEAN, ARABIAN AND RED SEAS. REAR ADMIRAL TERRY KRAFT COMMANDED THE STRIKE GROUP. HE THANKED THE NAVAIR WORKFORCE FOR CONTRIBUTING TO THE SUCCESS OF THE MISSION. 
RADM TERRY KRAFT: "It’s always fun to talk to the people who design and build the systems and I think it gives them a good  look at the things that they work on every day, seeing how they work forward, how they work operationally and a chance for me to say how much I appreciate that. THIS YEAR, USS ENTERPRISE CELEBRATES 50 YEARS OF SERVICE, MAKING IT THE OLDEST CARRIER IN THE FLEET. 
NAVAIR Commander Vice AdmIRAL David Architzel hosted the first Continuous Process Improvement Update Day at Naval Air Station Patuxent River. 
c-p-i update day FOCUSED ON the continued efforts to reduce costs and increase efficiency across the command. AIRSpeed Belts presented seven projects TO LEADERSHIP including efforts to streamline the hiring process and REDUCE ACQUISITION CYCLE TIME.

Vice Adm. David Architzel: We need to make sure it is not just the benefit we get from the actual project, it’s the knowledge we learn and how we approach our work and how we apply that across the board. So it’s two-fold, right: the results of the actual project and the spreading of that culture and that knowledge across the command.”
AIRSPEED IS CURRENTLY WORKING ON SIXTY-NINE C-P-I PROJECTS ACROSS NAVAIR.
An unmanned vehicle rounds out a successful year of biofuel testing for the Navy AND MARINE CORPS. 
The MQ-8B firescout flew over Webster field using a 50/50 biofuel blend of JP-5 and plant based camelina oil. The biofuel blend reduces carbon dioxide output by 75 percent when compared to conventional aviation fuel.  the firescout is the seventh aircraft to test the biofuel blend.
Bill McCartney/Flight Test Engineer for Fire Scout:  “Every aircraft is different. Flying an F-18 is different than flying a helicopter, much different than flying a UAV. We are not a manned asset but we still have to do our due diligence to make sure we get everything right." if you would like to learn more about the navy’s efforts to go green FOR ENERGY INDEPENDENCE, check out the navair news page at www-dot-navair-dot-navy-dot-mil.
OCTOBER IS National Hispanic Heritage Month.
TO CELEBRATE, NAVAIR LEADERS AND EMPLOYEES ATTENDED AN OPEN DISCUSSION LED BY PROFESSIONALS FROM THE HISPANIC COMMUNITY. THE PANELISTS APPLAUDED NAVAIR’S EFFORTS TO DIVERSIFY THE WORKPLACE.

Rogelio Saenz:  “One of the important things I think has to do with looking at the contributions that different groups in our society make in terms of the different perspectives they bring and the different life experiences that allow the kinds of work that people do provide a much broader kind of a reality of what it is as Americans.” David Vela:  "That’s the value of education. That’s the value of hard work.  That’s the value of having a strong ethic and faith based background that in this country you can be successful.  We need to nurture that as early as we can.  We need to promote that as early as we can and we need to celebrate that as early as we can within our younger populations.”
NAVAIR’S HISPANIC LATINO ENGAGEMENT ACTION TEAM AND THE EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY OFFICE TEAMED UP TO HOST THE EVENT.  
YOU CAN READ MORE ABOUT THE HISPANIC HERITAGE EVENT ON THE NAVAIR NEWS PAGE AT WWW-DOT-NAVAIR-DOT-NAVY-DOT-MIL.

THAT'S IT FOR THIS EDITION OF AIRWAVES. SEE YOU ON THE FLIGHT LINE.

