The Flight Crew: Capt. Colleen Nevius (Ret.)
THE DAUGHTER OF A NAVAL AVIATOR, COLLEEN NEVIUS SET HER EYES ON THE SKIES AT AN EARLY AGE.

Nevius:  When I was 16, Parade Magazine carried a feature article on women in Naval Aviation, the first group of women who had graduated from Pensacola. It just caught my imagination and I decided them to set that as a goal.

BUT HER PASSION FOR FLIGHT WASN’T FUELED BY FIXED-WINGS.  IT WAS AN ROTC TRAINING FLIGHT ON A HUEY HELICOPTER THAT FORGED HER FUTURE MILITARY CAREER.
Nevius:  They pulled out of the parking space backwards and zoomed across the sound and I just was like, this is flying.  I all of a sudden shifted gears but the Navy wasn’t putting women in helicopter because we weren’t allowed to go to sea. 
DESPITE LIMITED OPPORTUNITIES FOR WOMEN IN THE MILITARY, NEVIUS CONTINUED ON TO FLIGHT SCHOOL. In 1978 congress changed the combat exclusion laws allowing women on non combat ships for the first time.  
Nevius:  So I was just kind of riding that wave of change that was happening to women professionally in the military. As I came up for assignment, I really didn’t see myself as an instructor. So, I applied for Test Pilot School. 
IN 1982, THEN LIEUTENANT COLLEEN NEVIUS joined A FEMALE ENGINEER, BECOMING THE SECOND FEMALE SELECTED TO THE NAVAL TEST PILOT SCHOOL.  BUT AS THE FIRST FEMALE PILOT, NEVIUS TO HAD A LOT TO PROVE.
Nevius:  I just felt this pressure that if I washout, they are not going to give other women the chance, so there was always that at the back of my mind. You gained you credibility with your time in the cockpit, with my time on the sports field, with the reports I did. You earn your reputation and pretty soon they stopped seeing the gender and they start hearing the pilot. 

THE REAL CHALLENGE CAME AFTER GRADUATION, WITH SO FEW FEMALE PILOTS IN THE FLEET, NEVIUS SAYS WOMEN WERE UNDER GREAT SCRUTINY AND COULDN’T AFFORD TO BE AVERAGE.
Nevius:  We had to finally resort to show and tell because they just wouldn’t, didn’t believe it because I think part of it was the woman thing.  What would I know about flying a marine helicopter properly, so there was a lot of “show me”.  The aircraft never ever knew the difference.  It was always kind of entertaining to take off your helmet in the fuel pits and they were like, but who’s flying?

IN 2001, CAPTAIN NEVIUS ENDED HER 26-YEAR CAREER WITH THE NAVY.  NOW, THIRTY YEARS AFTER HER GRADUATION FROM TEST PILOT SCHOOL, NEVIUS SAYS SHE’S PROUD TO SEE WOMEN SHARE A GREATER ROLE IN THE MILITARY.

Nevius:  I fought for it to be no big deal and that’s what I love – it’s no big deal. It’s people who happen to be women who are completely qualified to be there and that is so cool. 
