Flight Crew:  First Navy Reservist F-35 Flight Instructor

Elliot Clemens-Hemo: F-35 pilot with Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 101

I’ve been working as a Reservist in the Navy Reserve for about six years. 

And this was a great opportunity just to be on the front line, the leading edge of naval aviation, which is 5th generation of the F-35, so I’ve just been very lucky to be able to work on the airplane, fly the airplane and participate in the standup of the airplane.  
Right now, I am the only Reservist F-35 qualified pilot, but I hope to change that soon. We’re bringing more guys on into the Reserve as the need increases. 

The main benefit of the Reserve community is that we can support the Navy during high tempo operations, but we also can shrink back when we are not needed so we have that flexibility.

I’m an F-35 test pilot with Lockheed Martin., so it is a very synergistic set of jobs. I’m in a very lucky spot. I get to see kind of the future of the airplane. I get to see the latest and greatest development on the flight control system and the mission systems software, and I can bring that knowledge down to VFA-101 or to the training squadron and let them know what is coming.  Likewise if they have problems, I can help them with engineering support.  
Obviously as a test pilot, a developmental test pilot, I have access to a lot of engineers and a lot of knowledge and information about the airplane. So it’s been a very good conduit.  
F-35 will obviously be the first 5th generation airplane for the United States Navy. So not only can our country launch 5th generation capability from ashore, we will also be able to launch 5th generation capability from the sea, which is very important. 
The ability to go in undetected and deploy weapons that will from the sea is a huge capability for the country. From a personal perspective, flying the airplane is great. It’s so easy to fly. I probably have about split time in all three variants right now. They fly very much the same.  They take-off and land differently but the cockpits are virtually identical.  
I’m really looking forward to getting the Reserve more deeply involved in this program and in the F-35. Adding 5th gen capability to the Navy, I think with the training pace that is coming along to get this airplane fielded, they are going to need that buffer. They’re going to need Reserve support to offset their busy schedule. Right now I am the only Reservist F-35 qualified pilot; I don’t think I’m going to be able to say it for very long so I’ll just enjoy it while I can.
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