ON THIS EDITION OF AIRWAVES…. a LOOK INSIDE THE LABS. A NAWC-AD OPEN HOUSE FEATURES THE PEOPLE AND THE PRODUCTS KEEPING NAVAL AIRCREWS SAFE. PLUS…NAVAIR NAVIGATES SMALL BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES AT THIS YEAR’S SEA AIR AND SPACE EXPOSITION. Art Tomossetti: There’s a pretty amazing engineering achievement sitting out on the flight line.  AND… MEET A PILOT WHO’S FLOWN EVERY VARIENT OF THE J-S-F.  WHAT HE SAYS THE AIRCRAFT BRINGS TO THE FUTURE OF FLIGHT.
Welcome to this edition of airwaves. I’m Mikel Lauren Proulx And I’m Commander Kevin Watkins. Thanks for joining us.
A HISTORICAL MOMENT FOR THE P-8 PROGRAM AS THE NAVY’S NEWEST MARITIME RECONNAISSANCE AIRCRAFT IS OFFICIALLY INTRODUCED TO THE FLEET.
MORE THAN A THOUSAND PEOPLE ATTENDED THE P-8 ALPHA ROLL-OUT CEREMONY AT NAVAL AIR STATION JACKSONVILLE.  The MULTI-MISSION AIRCRAFT will work with the BAMS UAV to improve maritime surveillance and warfare capabilities. THE P-8 IS SET TO REPLACE THE AGING P-3 orion. Michael Hewitt: It is a humbling experience for us because we have been flying the P-3 for the last 50 years and bringing that aircraft to bare wherever the nation needed it to go. Robert Work : The P-8 and the BAMS I believe will be the eyes of the nation.  They will constantly move forward they will be scouring the oceans for any potential threats and they will be able to respond very very quickly. THE ROLL OUT CEREMONY ALSO SERVED AS OPENING DAY FOR THE P-8 A POSEIDON INTEGRATED TRAINING CENTER. IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE P-8 PROGRAM, VISIT THE NAVAIR NEWS PAGE AT WWW.NAVAIR.NAVY.MIL/NEWS.

Selected as one of the first j-s-f test pilots, COLONEL ART TOMOSETTI has played a critical role in the development of the F-35. he talks about his experiences with the program and the unique capabilities this aircraft brings to the fleet. Being involved with the X-35 program was great in several respects. I watched it go from drawings on paper to something that started to look like an airplane on the factory floor to something that really looks like an airplane (cut) and eventually something we could go out and fly. It was incredibly exciting. It was sort of what you expected the test pilot business to be. You want to fly something new; you want to be the first to do something, that’s the neat stuff. The F-35 is a really nice flying airplane.  It is very simple, it is very responsive. Having a chance today to have flown the C model of the airplane, the B model the other day, they fly very similar to each other which is good. What you learn in one you can carry over to the other. The thing I am struck by the most when I sit in the cockpit of the F-35 compared to either the Harrier or FA-18, F-16’s or other airplanes that I have been in, it’s not so much of what’s in the F-35, as it is of what’s not in there.  In the F-35 you have a big, giant video screen in front of you that’s a touch screen and you have a handful of knobs here and a few things over here and that’s it. That’s less things the pilot has to manipulate. 10:45 Now you start worrying about the mission stuff, now you start worrying about the tactics that’s really what the F-35 brings to the equation today for all the services that are going to fly. We’ve got an airplane that is going to go a long way in taking care of the people who fly it and give them a lot of capability that we have never had in jets before being a part of that from the beginning till now, that’s just awesome. I don’t know what I did to deserve it, I am just happy to be a part of it.

 NAVAIR ENCOURAGES SMALL BUSINESS IDEAS AND INNOVATION AT THIS YEAR’S SEA, AIR AND SPACE EXPOSITION. THE EVENT, SPONSORED BY THE NAVY LEAGUE, SHOWCASES THE LATEST GOVERNMENT AND INDUSTRY MARITIME TECHNOLOGY. REAR ADMIRAL Randy MAHR SPOKE TO A CROWD ABOUT THE POSITIVE IMPACT OF SMALL BUSINESS ON NAVAL AVIATION RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT. Rear Adm.Mahr:  If you are here representing small business I need you because you can think out of the box.  We need that agility, we need that thought process.  Rick Tarr: It is important for NAWCAD to communicate with small business so it allows them to align their internal research and development strategies as well as to know what products and services NAWCAD might be procuring in the future. That kind of partnership allows us to deliver better products to the Navy and to the Sailors and Marines. IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO LEARN MORE ABOUT SMALL BUSINESS PARTNERSHIP OPPORTUNITIES, VISIT THE NAWC-AD WEBSITE AT WWW.NAVAIR.NAVY.MIL/NAWCAD.

JOHN DALEY: This is our 4.6 Human Systems Open House and we are just trying to showcase our capabilities, hopefully generate new business, let everybody on base know what we do here.  IT WAS A DAY OF KNOWLEDGE AND NETWORKING AT THE AIR-4.6 human systems OPEN HOUSE. visitors were invited to tour the facility and explore its labs, including the horizonal accelerator, clothing system design lab and crashworthy seat lab.
STEVE EASTBURG: Those of us who have flow aircraft, those of us who have used these systems to escape from aircraft will tell you that these are some of the most cornerstone technologies in all of aviation.  A wonderful opportunity today to get the message out about the criticality of the mission of 4.6 and the wonderful work they are doing for naval aviation. WITH MULTIPLE LABORATORIES HOUSED UNDER ONE ROOF, AIR 4.6 ENGINEERS CAN TEST DEVELOPING TECHNOLOGIES ON SITE – SAVING VALUABLE TIME AND MONEY IN THE PROCESS. ZACH CASS: Next door we’ve got the body mounted equipment lab.  Where they are developing the new equipment, they can bring it immediately next door and test it on our seats and then we can take these seats and go next door to the simulation lab where they have the quarter-dome and put the actual seat in front of the screen.  It goes down the line.  It is a great capability to have all of our labs sort of interconnected. AIR 4.6 ENGINEERS FROM CHINA LAKE JOINED IN THE EVENT. THE OPEN HOUSE PROVIDED THE PERFECT OPPORTUNITY TO SEE HOW LABS ACROSS COUNTRY WORK TOGETHER TO ACHIEVE THE GOALS OF THE ORGANIZATION. ELSA HENNINGS:  Making sure we all know what capabilities are at all the other sites make our jobs easier to serve our customers better. The networking that we can do just by meeting someone that they have here.  Just the interpersonal connectivity that we get from a show like this, it is invaluable.  CHINA LAKE IS DOING ITS PART TO REDUCE, REUSE AND RECYCLE. THE NAVAL AIR WEAPONS STATION TEAMED UP WITH SEVERAL COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS TO HOLD AN EARTH DAY FAIR.  THE EVENT, PARTNERING FOR A GREENER TOMORROW, SHOWCASED WHAT THE NAVY IS DOING TO PROTECT THE ENVIORNMENT. NAVAIR EMPLOYEES WERE ON HAND TO DISCUSS WATER CONSERVATION AND THE USE OF energy-saving BIOFUELS. PARTICIPANTS WERE ALSO ENCOURAGED TO BRING IN PAPER AND PLASTIC BAGS FROM HOME TO EXCHANGE FOR A REUSABLE CLOTH TYPE. That’s it for this edition of Airwaves. See you on the flighline.

