LAUNCHING INTO AVIATION HISTORY, THE X-47B FLIES OVER NAVAL AIR STATION PATUXENT RIVER FOR THE FIRST TIME.
PLUS…TWO NEW PRODUCTS OUT OF LAKEHURST AIM TO KEEP THE FLEET FLIGHT READY.

AND STUDENTS AT CHINA LAKE “LIFT-OFF” WITH LEARNING AT THIS YEAR’S SUMMER SCIENCE CAMP.

WELCOME TO THIS EDITION OF AIRWAVES.  I’M MIKEL LAUREN PROULX

AND I’M MAJOR JUSTIN EGGSTAFF.  THANKS FOR JOINING US.
AN EXCITING MOMENT IN NAVAL AVIATION HISTORY AS THE X-47B SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETES ITS FIRST FLIGHT AT NAS PATUXENT RIVER.

THE UNMANNED AIRCRAFT FLEW OVER THE CHESAPEAKE BAY, REACHING AN ALTITUDE OF 7,500 FEET BEFORE LANDING SAFELY AT PATUXENT RIVER. THE 35-MINUTE FLIGHT IS THE LATEST STEP IN PREPARING THE AIRCRAFT FOR OPERATION AT SEA.

Capt. Jamie Engdahl:  In order to be successful, in order to transition to the aircraft carrier then the aircraft has to be here at Patuxent River working the arrested landings, working the catapults and integrating with the carrier segment that we have here.  The ability for it to operate here is really key.

Matt Funk:  It is invigorating to see it finally fly.  We worked for several months getting to that milestone. It’s exciting to finally see what you’ve been working for so long to finally come into fruition.


THE X-47B will perform arrested landings and catapult launches at Patuxent River prior to actual aircraft carrier testing scheduled for next year. THE FIRST FLIGHT OF THE X-47B AT PATUXENT RIVER ADDED A HIGH NOTE TO THE UNMANNED AIR SYSTEMS MEDIA DAY.

Local and national media WERE INVITED TO TOUR PATUXENT RIVER AND WEBSTER FIELD TO LEARN MORE ABOUT UNMANNED AIRCRAFT AND TECHNOLOGY.  THE X-47B, BAMS-D AND FIRE SCOUT WERE JUST SOME OF THE AIRCRAFT ON DISPLAY. program executive officer REAR ADMIRAL MAT WINTER SPOKE AT THE EVENT SHARING HIS exciteMENT ABOUT THE future of naval aviation.  Mat Winter: The operations of unmanned systems here at NAS Patuxent River coincide with manned operations is something that has not happened.  The first flight on Sunday was the first step to vetting out those processes and procedures, bringing the environment here at Pax River into a manned and unmanned system so that we can work together at Pax River to be on the forefront of delivering the historical capability to the Warfighter. YOU CAN LEARN MORE ABOUT UNMANNED AIRSYSTEMS BY VISITING OUR NEWSPAGE AT WWW.NAVAIR.NAVY.MIL
PRAISE FOR KMAX AT THE LATEST MEET THE FLEET EVENT AT NAS PATUXENT RIVER.

OFFICERS AND MARINES OF THE VMU-1 WATCH DOGS RECENTLY RETURNED FROM AFGHANISTAN.  THIS WAS THE FIRST DEPLOYMENT OF UNMANNED CARGO RESUPPLY IN AVIATION HISTORY. THE KMAX DELIVERED SUPPLIES, INCLUDING FOOD, WATER AND GEAR, TO REMOTE AREAS OF COMBAT. THIS TYPE OF ARIEL DELIVERY SAVES LIVES AND EQUIPMENT BY KEEPING MILITARY CONVOYS OFF THE ROAD AND OUT OF HARMS WAY. THE WATCH DOGS TOOK THE OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE THIS LATEST MISSION WITH NAVAIR ENGINEERS AND DISCUSS WAYS TO IMPROVE THE U-A-S IN THE FUTURE. Major Kyle O’Conner: The operator his mission is to get the job done.  The engineer’s job is to build a safe and reliable product. Bringing the two together gains system efficiency where as if you didn’t have them together maybe the system is not used as efficiently as it should be.  the Cargo Resupply UAS INTEGRATED PRODUCT TEAM RECENTLY received a SECNAV award for Excellence in Technology Transition for bringing technologies into operational use.
A NEW TOOL IS MAKING AIRCRAFT INSPECTIONS A LITTLE EASIER.  THE COMMON VIDEO BORESCOPE SET IS A HAND-HELD DEVICE USED TO INSPECT ENGINES AND AIRFRAMES FOR POSSIBLE DAMAGE.  WEIGHING LESS THAN 4 POUNDS, THE DEVICE IS 80-PERCENT LIGHTER THAN CURRENT INSPECTION UNITS AND WILL ALLOW CREWS TO PERFORM AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE WITHOUT TAKING THE ENGINE APART.  ACCORDING TO THE LAKEHURST INTEGRATED PRODUCT TEAM, THE COMMON UNIT IS EXPECTED TO SAVE THE NAVY TIME AND MONEY.  Peter Hum: It’s a game changer to me because now the fleet has basically one system that they can go to and this ties in all the various aircraft the fleet supports, F/A-18s, the V-22s, all the helos will be using this common borescope set.  Al Bunting: No matter what platform or engine or shore afloat a sailor goes to it is going to be the same basic system, so they won’t have to learn something brand new when they get to their next command.  

YOU CAN LEARN MORE ABOUT THE COMMON VIDEO BORESCOPE SET AND ITS IMPACT ON THE FLEET BY VISITING THE NAVAIR NEWS PAGE AT WWW-DOT-NAVAIR-DOT-NAVY-DOT-MIL-FORWARDSLASH-NEWS.
A SECOND TYPE OF COMMON SUPPORT EQUIPMENT DEVELOPED IN LAKEHURST IS MAKING ITS WAY TO THE FLEET. USING COMMERCIAL OFF THE SHELF TECHNOLOGY, THE AIRCRAFT WIRING AND SUPPORT EQUIPMENT TEAM DEVELOPED THE FIBER OPTICS INSPECTION SET. THE UNIT WILL HELP CREWS IDENTIFY CONTAMINATED AREAS WITHIN FIBER OPTIC LINES, DECREASING THE NUMBER OF AIRCRAFT NEEDING DEPOT LEVEL REPAIR.  Art Michon :The equipment that gets turned in for begin faulty is very expensive and takes a lot of money to turn around and we don’t want to have false turn-ins, so we also have a test set that checks the cable so that besides being clean, there are no breaks or damage to the cable.  Shane Campana :This isn’t a nice to have application, this is something that if you are flying with fiber, you absolutely have to have this.  It is going to ensure that your aircraft isn’t down for extended periods of time, and it is going to increase the efficiency of your maintenance and it is going save you dollars in the long run of not sending false WRA’s back to the depot.  THE FIBER OPTICS INSPECTION SET IS A COMMON UNIT AVAILABLE TO ALL PLATFORMS. INDIVIDUAL ADAPTER SETS, PECULIAR TO EACH TYPE OF AIRCRAFT, WILL ALLOW SAILORS EASE OF USE IN ANY INSPECTION SITUATION.
STUDENTS “BLAST OFF” INTO LEARNING AT THIS YEAR’S SUMMER SCIENCE CAMP IN CHINA LAKE.NAVAIR SCIENTISTS AND ENGINEERS VOLUNTEERED TO HOST THE CAMP. FIFTH AND SIXTH GRADE STUDENTS LEARNED ABOUT AIRPLANE FLIGHT AND HAD THE CHANCE TO BUILD AND LAUNCH THEIR OWN ROCKETS.  THE CAMP encourages A LOVE OF SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND ENGINEERING at AN EARLY age.  Trish Greshman: We have 26 kids for this particular camp. All of them are very excited, a lot of energy, very engaged and ask a lot of questions which is always fun for us.  I think it is just as much fun for the volunteers when the students are that engaged as it is for the kids. Jim Nelepovitz : The kids are at an age right now where they are really enthusiastic about learning different things, 01:45 They are really enthusiastic about building their rockets and guessing which one is going to fly the highest, and then going out and actually doing it. It is a lot of fun for them.  THIS IS THE THIRD YEAR CHINA LAKE HAS HOSTED SUMMER SCIENCE CAMP.

