Jerry Gallagher : Test pilot school is a unique experience.  It’s incredible to see so many different airplanes in one place. You can’t buy an experience like this anywhere else.

Bill Warlick: If you look at when our school was founded, we’ve been around for half the centennial, almost 50 years.  Everything that’s tested or flown in the Navy, someone came through the school to test it for the first time.

Rusty Lowery: We’ve got the newest aircraft in the Navy inventory, the T-6 B that just came off the production line in Wichita and we had them tied down next to the Otter, which is the longest served Navy airplane. 

Bill Warlick: It is the oldest airplane that has an active duty bureau number and it’s been the longest active duty navy airplane ever. We attend to keep it for the foreseeable future.

Jerry Gallagher:  It’s a little bit difficult to fly because it’s old and it’s fly by cables and it’s not as forgiving as some of the newer airplanes that these guys are familiar with. So, when we get test pilots to come here we like to put them into something that’s a little bit different that will challenge them and give us a chance to look at their adaptability.

Bill Warlick:  You have to learn from the old and if you don’t then when you apply it to something newer you won’t have a basis for evaluation. Especially from the otter and the beaver and the older tail draggers; even our gliders, those basics fundamentals of flight are applicable no matter what you are flying.

Jerry Gallagher: This tends to expand the flight envelope for the students because this is as slow as you can go.  It’s one end of the spectrum.  We teach gliders to supersonics, so this is one way to expose them to a flight regime that they probably haven’t seen.

Rusty Lowery: So as a tester you have to understand the basics.  You have to understand why the airplane is doing what it is doing, why the engineer designed the systems the way they did and what happens if something doesn’t work properly.

Bill Warlick: To take them back and show them this is the way it was and from this basic this is how we evolved to what we have now and to have it all in one, you just couldn’t ask for a better place to show it.  You can literally show them this and then walk over and say this is why this airplane is built this way. From a sales pitch standpoint where can you go and fly the newest and the oldest and lots of things in between.

