NAVAIR Flight Ready:  Ground Based Sense & Avoid Regional Interoperability Trainer
Burns: The Ground Based Sense and Avoid System is a system that currently lets unmanned aerial vehicles integrate into the national airspace system while still abiding by FAA rules.

Eshelman: The GBSA has been extremely beneficial to us; it allows us to launch and recover like any other aircraft here, any other manned airplane here, fly through the national airspace and get into our restricted space, do our training in a working area and then transit home.

“Tower 9 double-01 establish south hold, 2500, confirm altitude”

Burns: The biggest benefits of the Ground Based Sense and Avoid system is freeing up the long logistical train of what we used to have to do. We would have to pack the entire squadron up drive an hour to north or south of our restricted areas. The Ground Based Sense and Avoid system allows us to operate freely from the home base.

Eshleman: GRIT is the GBSA Regional Interoperability Trainer which trains the Marines to be prepared to work on the GBSA as the operator.

Burns: The GRIT project is a project to hand off training to the Marines, so we are kind of owning our own training now instead of coming up to Pax River. GRIT is allowing us to train ourselves here and really learn more about the GBSA system.

Eshlemen: So this trainer is specific to here at Cherry Point, so we can do simulations, we can fly, we can practice and we can train what it is going to be like for that Marine to be able to actually take on the GBSA controller position and give us the green light of when we can transit national airspace, when it is safe, or when we are going to have a potential intruder aircraft that may not allow us to transit that airspace.

Burns: It is good, it is really good training; I enjoyed it thoroughly and I see the future for this, GBSA and GRITS in general I think is literally limitless. I see this going great places.
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