NAVAIR AIReel: F-35C First Navy Test Pilot Flight
Transcript

Capt. Tom Huff: A test pilot’s dream is to be able to fly a new and unproven airplane. We have two different variants here at Pax River: the F-35B, which is the short take-off and landing version, and the F-35C, which is the Navy carrier version. To have the first Navy pilot fly the carrier version is historic in that it shows a launching point basically for the Navy aircraft and our future of naval aviation in our mixed air wing with the F-18.

Lt. Cmdr. Eric Buus: The flight was great; it went really well. It went off without a hitch; the airplane flew great. Really smooth, really solid, feels good.

Petty Officer Mathias Shreve: This flight test is designed to iron out the kinks. We want things to come up, we want everything possible to come up because the more things that happen here the less that the fleet’s going to have to deal with in the future.
Capt. Huff: We want to make sure that we’re delivering the best product to the war fighter and it’s important that we deliver a new aircraft that’s unproven that we ring it out and make sure that it meets all the requirements and that it’s going to be lethal when it’s out in the battlefield.

Petty Officer Shreve: I get to see what the future of the Navy’s going to be like and I’m part of it.

Lt. Cmdr. Buus: I look forward to the testing that we need to do to get it ready to go to the ship.

Capt. Huff: This is an exciting time in the test program.

